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GULF STATES 1\141RINE FISHERIES COMMISSION 

Biloxi, Mississippi 
Buena Vista Hotel 

October 18 - 19, 1951 

Thursday, October 18, 1951 

• I 

CALL TO ORDER, Mr• Howard D. Dodgen, Chairman~•·i~.sun Room. 

:tm'RODUC'rlON; DJ;'. vi. c. Holmes, recently appointed Alabama 
Co~missi6ner, Fol$y, Alabama~ 

ROLL CALL and Other Introductions. 

WElCOME, Mr. Hermes Gautier, Mississippi Commissioner. 

ANNUAL REPORT, Mr. , Dudley Gunn, Secretary-Treasurer. 

GULF EXPLORATORY FISHING (1950-51) and Discussion, 
Mr. Stewart Springer, Fivs, Pascagoula. 

GULF FISHING INVESTIGATIONS (1950-51) and Discussion, 
Mr. Wm. W. Anderson, FWS, Galveston. 

GU.IF OYSTER INVESTIGATIONS (1950-51) and Discussion, . 
Dr•, .Philip A. Butlar, JJ'WS, .Pensacola. 

A PLAN fOR AN OCEANOGRAPHIC SURVEY OF GULF INSHORE WATERS, 
Mr. Ed H. Dahlgren, FWS, Washington. 

STUDENT MARINE FISHERIES INSTRUCTION, STATE OF VIRGINIA, 
(Dr. J. L. McHugh) Reading by, Mr. Stacey C. Denham, 
FWS, New Orleans. 

GULF FISHERIES UNDER THE CONTROLLED Ml~TERIAIS PLAN, 
Mr. Donald Y. Aska, DFA, Washington. 

OPEN PERIOD, reserved for representatives of indust~y or 
others. 

iU>JOURNMENI' • 
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2:.30 PM 

2:30 PM 

3:30 PM 

~ ~.3 0 

10:00 AM 

Thursday, October 18, 1951 <continued) 

Commissioners will meet in executi:x;§. session, 
Mr. Howard D. Dodgen, presiding ........ Enilish ~ 

Committee to Correlate Research· and Exploratoty Data, 
and representatives or Fws, i~dustry,,and others, 
will meet in open session, 
Dr. J. Nelson Gowanlooh, presiding ••••• §J!n ~. 

Committee to Correlate Fishery Laws will meet in ~ se§sion 1 
Mr. A. J. Harris, presiding ............. ~ E.99l!U. 

The Commission attorneys are invited to join the Commissioners 
at J:OO PM ••• , ••••••••••• , .•••••••••••• _.English Room, 

Members of the Japanese Diet are invited., to join the 
Commissioners •••••••••••• ; ••••••••••••• English ,R,oom, 

Friday, October 19,. 1921 

.QBlI SESSION 

RE.FORT, Committee to Correlate Research and Exploratory Data 
••••••••••Dr. J. Nelson Gowanloch, Chairman. 

RE.PORT, Committee to Correlate Fishery Laws 
•••••••••• Mr. A. J. Harris, Chairman. 

REPORT, any other matters for open session discussion, 

ADJOURNMENI' • 

EXEC ur IVE SESSION 

Dr. Gowanloch and Mr. Harris will please remain for this session. 
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,Ihursdu-., OctQ.btt 18, 1951 

COMMTI'TEETO CO.fill,Eb~§E~]Q]~XP1QJ3..4'.J.10RY DATA, 
Dr. J. Nelson Gowanloch, Chairman, presiding-. 

~ Session ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• sun ~. 

Discussion of: 

Gulf Exploratory Fishing .Program.•• ••••••••• 1951-52. 
Gulf Research . ..Programs.o•••c()•o•••••••••••••l951-52. 

Offshore Research 
Oys't er Research 

Interstate Cooperation, State Research •••••• 1951~52. 
Suggested Inshore Oceanographic Survey. 
Improving State Landing Records ••••••••••••• 1951-$2. 
Additional Information Relative Shrimp, since 

publication of Conunission Informational 
Bulletin No. 1, May 15, 1951. 

other matters of scientific concern. 

Q.QMMITTEE TO CORRELATE FISHERY LAW§.s 
Mr • A. J • Harris , Chairman, presiding·. 

~ Session ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• C~rd Room. 

Discussion of: 

Changes in fishery laws: 

1951 Alabama Legislature, Mr. Harris. 
1951 Florida Legislature, Miss Schulman.-
1951 Texas Legislature, Miss Baker. 
1952 La. Legislature (Proposed), Mr. Cain. 
1952 Miss. Legislature (.Proposed), Mr. Bickerstaff. 

Other matters of legal concern. 

(The Committee to Correlate Fishery Laws will please join the 
Commissioners at 3:00 PM in English Room, continuing this 
session later, if necessary). 
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GUll, ST.ATES MARINE FISEER:CE:s COMMISSION 
, Jlg.i~udubon Bu:tlding 

N$w Oi'lea.ns 16, Louisiana 

SECOND AI\TNUAL MEETING, OCTOBER lS-19, 1951 
BUE!\~A v IS'l'A HOTEL' B~L~I' Miss;r~§IPPI 

OFFICIAL ATTENDANCE OF COMiVIISSIONF.sRS: 

ALABAMA: 

J#ORIDA: 

MISSISSIPPI: 

STJ;..FF; 

. -

Earl M. McGowin 
Thomas A. Johnston 
w. C. Holmes 

George Vathis 

Hermes Gautier 
Louis Simmons 

Howard D. Dodgen 
Lawrence A. Kurtz 

George Vathis 
James N. McConnell 
Jam es N. McConnell 

ABSENT 

William J. Hendry 
Bryant Patton 

Ernest s. Clements 
E. Jo Grizzaffi 
Leander H. Perez 

Walter.J. Gex 

Jimmy Phillips 

(Proxy for Wm. J. Hendry) 
(:Proxy for Ernest s. Clements) 
(Proxy for E. J. Grizzaffi-.. 10/19) 

W. Dudley Gunn, Secretary-Treasurer 

eOMMISSION CQMMI'f~EE MEMBERS PR™ 
Mary Schulman, Reece O. Bickerstaff, J. Nelson Gowanloch, Clarence P. Idyll, 
A. E. Hopkins, J. L. Baughman • 

. R~PRESENI\~TIV]IS. OF ~·. ~;tt. FISH & WI1DLIFE SERVICE PRESENl' 

A. w • .Anderson, W. W. Anderson, D. Y. Aska, H. R. Bullis, P. A. Butler,, 
E. H, Dah:t.gren, s. Co Denham, H. G. Hague, C. H. Lyles, Stewart Springer, 
R. T. Whiteleather. 
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REm.ESENTATlVES.OF INDUSTRY AND GrHERS PRESENl' 

B··· E-. Thomas, Mrs. S .Y:, Buck, L. P. Caillouet, C. M. Carrierei; A. B·• '~haA1vin, 
G. J. Clau~e, s. W. Corbino, John Elion, F. G. Fountain, D. Guthrie, -
W. B. Hoover~ s. Landry, E. M. Lapeyre, F. s. Lapeyre, J. H. Lapeyre, . 
M. K. Lawrenz, James McPhillips, T. R. Means, J. s. Ramos, C. F. Rose, Sr., 
L. W. Stra~burger, M. W. Thompson, A. J. Wegmann, Murray Wheeler,_ Harold Hanaumi, 
(Interpreter, Japanese Delegation). 

ME!'@;RS OF J4fJ+WSE NATIONAL nm PRESENl' 

Tadashi Chida, Tatsuo Kinoshita, Zenko Suzuki, Kakugoro Tominaga. 

The meeting was called to order at 9:30 Al\JI Thursday, October lS, 1951, 
with the Commission Vicc3-Chairman, Mr. Howard D. Dodgen, presiding. The Chair­
man called upon. Mr. Earl M. McGowin who introduced Dr. W. C. Holmes, newly 
appointed citizen representative on the Commission for the State of JU.abama. 
In introducing Dr. Holmes, Mr. McGowin referred to the very fine work he had 
done with regard to the marine fisheries while a member of the Alabama Legis• 
lature.: He also pointed to the very active part Dr. Holmes is now taking in 
the development of the Baldwin County, Alabama, tisheries. 

The Secretary-Treasurer called the roll of Commissioners by states and 
introduced all conferees in attendance at the morning session. 

Mr. Hermes Gautier, Mississippi Commissioner, and member of the 
Mississippi Seafood Commission, was called upon by the Chairman. to extend a 
word of welcome on behalf of the State of Mississippi. 

In the Secretary-Treasurer's annual report to the Commission, raference 
was made to the fine work on the Gulf accomplished during the year by the U. s. 
Fish & Wildlife Service. He referred to the offshore programs of fishery 
explorations and gear development being progressed by the FWS Exploratory 
Section at Pascagoula and the marine biological and oceanographic work being 
accomplished by the Gulf investigations office at Galveston. Mention was made 
of the teamwork of these two branches of the Service which will result in the 
gaining by industry on the Gulf of a complete picture of not only tha fishes 
existing in the offshore waters but, in addition, complete information relative 
to their habitat and controlling 'influences of habitat. Reference was made to 
other prOductive work of FtlV'S in the Gulf area including the oyster research 
program being conducted at the Pensacola laboratory, the red tide investigations 
at the Sarasota establishment, and fishery statistical and market news service 
functions, the last named now carrying on DFA work. 

In concl'tlding his. remarks on the work of tha Commission's primary re­
search agency for the Gulf area, Mr. Gunn referred to the approximate $400 ,ooo 
to be expended during the current year by the subject federal agency as being 
a ver;r modest amount in eompa!lison ·W·i.th tlle extr,emely high productiveness of 
the various programs. 



( 

Referring to work of the compacted states, the speaker mentioned the 
added impetus to existing fishery- programs and the developing of new programs 
in existence in all states. The expanding of such progr~ms was said to be· 
attributable to increased appropriations being made possible through the sale 
of dead oyster and clam shells. 

The Secretary s-tated that all states participated in oyster reef restoration 
during the past year and that such projects, and others of a biological 
character, will be expanded during the co,ming year. 

In Alabama, Mississippi and Louisiana, development of 'the oyster fisheries will 
continue to be the chief objective tor the year 1951-52. In Florida and Texas 
the oyster program will be supplemented, with the former continuing the mullet 
study and carrying on both biological and technological work on Key West 
Brazilian shrimp, and the latter progressing the ecological survey.of the 1.35 
mile long Texas Laguna Madre. 

Reviewing the matter of fishery reciprocation among the compacted states, 
the report stated that during the pa~t year Alabama and Mississippi had com• 
plated a. reciprocal shrimp agreement, that Alabama and Florida formerly had 
completed such an agreement as well as had Mississippi and Louisiana. Mr. Gunn 
$tated that the Louisiana L~gislature had not made any changes in existing laws 
on the subject of reciprocal agreements, that the next regular session would be 
in May of 1952. He also stated that certain sections of Title 56, Louisiana 
Revised Statutes of 19501 had been ruled unconstitutional insofar as they 
affect non-resident fishermen and non-resident fishing boats, in Federal Dis­
trict Court per decree entered August 20, 1951; that Louisiana had filed motion 
for a new trial, which is now pending. 

Continuing, he said Texas does not have reciprocal fishery agreements with any 
state. Such authority was not extended by the 1951 Legislature. Texas waters 
are now open to fishermen of any state with the paying of a nominal annual boat 
licensa of $6.00 plus $J.OO per· fisherman plus $15.00 trawl license. Litigation 
in Texas on the same issues as have been raised in the currently pending Federal 
Court case in Louisiana was deciqed by courts in that state in favor of non­
resident fishermen, some months ago. 

Concerning the matter of shrimp investigations, it was pointed out that 
Commission Informational Bulletin #1 had been issued and directed to the 
legislators and marine fishery administrators of the several states £or such 
consideration as might be deemed appropriate in the development of .laws and 
regulations pertaining to the shrimp fishery of their respective state. A 
comprehensive report of the reaction to the suggested reglJ.].ations will b9 
available within the coming year. As more scientifically sound information 
becomes available, such data on the No. l industry of the coastal states wj.11 
be passed to the proper state authorities. 

Turning to the matter ·of shrimp imports, it was aaid two schools of · 
action had developed in industr~, with one continuing effort for federal 
legislation to limit imports, and the other having a~sumed a passive attitude 
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with regard to the imports matter but having formed an association with 
Mexican interests to promote consumer consumption of shrimp. 

' ·It was said the Commiss.ion is continuing its study of technological 
needs of industry on the Gulf and prospecting the future, the report pointed 
out the possibility of a full-scale on-the-ground technological program 
being inaugurated for the area in the· not too distant future. 

Relative to new subjects coming up for consideration of' the Commission, 
mention was made of a possible oceanographic survey of inshore waters and an 
educational project to be directed toward familiarizing the younger generation 
with matters concerning the marine fisheries, the same being channeled through 
science teachers of coastal graded schools. 

Mr. Gunn concluded with an expression of appreciation for the very fine 
cooperative effort much in evidence during the second year of the Commission's 
existence. · 

Reviewing the work of the FINS Exploratory Fishing and Gear Development 
Section, Pascagoula, Mississippi, Mr. Springer said that the M/tf OREGON spent 
141 days at sea and traveled approximately 15,000 miles in the Gulf' of Mexico 
between October, 1950 and October, 1951 in the carrying out of the various 
programs. During the period 2.'.36 trawl drags were made, trap series were set 
11 times, hand lines or electric reels were tried in 28 areas, and 71 additional 
point bathythermograph casts were made. Also, a series of 13. tests of mid· 
water trawls were logged by the Pascagoula staff Uf?ing chartered shrimp boats. 
T~e speaker told of' the progress of the shrimp project during the past year, 
emphasizing that the brown grooved shrimp, Penaeus aztecus, appeared about 
three weeks later in fishable concentrations this year, as compared with the 
summer of 1950, due to the slow change of water· temperature from cool to warm. 
Work in the red shrimp, Hzmenopeneus robust us, fishery was said to indicate 
their presence in Gulf waters at depths of over a thousand feet but the study 
of concentrations was a continuing one. 

During the first week in September, Mr. Springer said the OREGON observed sur­
face schools of tuna some 175 miles southwest of Southwest Pass and ran through 
the schools during the entire day, enroute from Campeche to Pascagoula ••••••• • 
about 115 miles being covered. The tuna were believed to run about 75 pounds 
average weight. Also during the first week in September, tuna were said to 
have been observed in heavily populated schools east and southeast of South 
Pass of the Mississippi River, outside the 150 fathom· curve. Several taken 
were provisionally identified as Atlantic blackfin tuna, farathunnus atlanticus ••• 
... • weight average 8 pounds. The QRJ!IiQB was not geared to truce quantities of 
tuna from either of the mentioned ar'eas. Al though observations of .the Gulf 
tuna have been limited, enough evidence has been collected to suggest their 
presence dti.ring the summer in the upper Gulf, surfacing in calm weather and 
remaining below the surface when the surface is turbulent, according to the 
speaker. 

Miscellaneous observations by Mr. Springer pointed. out that the_ taking of 
red snapper· by traps appeared to be of' little commercial significance, that 

I 
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experiments are progressing with the bottomless or kite trawls and it is hoped 
such trawls will be found desirable for fishing· on rough bottoms. 

He concluded with reference to the great variety of i'ish and shellfish taken 
during the year as being valuable in the interpreting of fishing information 
and planning future programs. 

Discussion: It was brought out that u. s: tuna fishing is accomplished by use 
of.li¥e bait, purse seines and trolling but not through use of the long line 
method; that li~ bait is used for chumming while the fish are actually caught 
on a. barbless hook with attached feather as a lure; that the'Lampara bait 
seine used for capture of bait is not injurious to the water bottoms of inshore 
areas where the small bait size fish are normally caught; that there appeared 

·to be considerable quantities of very small or microscopic marine life present 
in the upper central Gulf at the time the tuna schools were sighted in 
September. 

Concerning Gulf Fishery Investigations, Mr. W. W. Anderson stated the 
objectives of the fishery biological research program included: 

Estabiishing through oceanogra.phic techniques the flow patterns of the major 
drifts of the Gulf of Mexico. 

Determination of the origin and movements of young and eggs of various fishes 
and survival of' juveniles as influenced by water movements and water fertility. 

( Study of the organic constituency of sea water and application of such data to 
the behavior apd survival of marine organisms, on a seasonal basis. 

l 
\ 

Collection of organisms and distribution to scientists properly qualified to 
make taxonomic and distributional determinations. 

According to tho speaker, the biological research vessel 4LASKj. has completed, 
since going into service in April 1951, scheduled initial cruises of the Gulf'. 
The three cruises resulted in the coverage of 71000 miles of Gulf water. and 
the establishing of 125 observation stations. 

Referring.to salinity tests, Mr. Anderson stated 1156 salinity determinations 
were made during the three cruises; that several times that number of samples 
had to be taken to obtain the mentioned number of determinations. 

Plankton tows have resulted ~n a considerable quantity of fish eggs and larvae 
being collected, said the speaker, but because of' but little background in• 
formation on the lif'e history of the Gulf fishes being available, identification 
is of' necessity prog~essing slowly. 

Water fertility analyses, phosphates and nitrates, have been run on 371 samples, 
according to Mr. Anderson, and early determinations point to highest concen­
trations inside the 100 fathom curve. 

-5-
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lnitial observation suggests the possible occurrence of more fish inshore from 
. the continental shelf' than outside, added the speaker. 

f'tlr:ni,ng to the "red tide" investigations being conducted at the FWS Sarasota, 
:florid.a, laboratory, Mr. Anderson reported the occurrence of blooming organisms 
in: the. Indian River section of Florida Which· is .pZ'oying a valuable testing 
grqtmds: f'or the believed to be sources. of toxic media associated with the 
tavagihg ei'i'ect on i'ish life by the "red tide". · 

Discussion: None. 

In his report of' the activities of the FWS 01ster Laboratory at Pensacola, 
D.t-. Butler mentioned that during the past year seV'eral individual uni'f.js of re- , 
search, which make up the program of the GUlf oyster investigations,. were con­
cluded. The results are now in the process of analysis. Work has begun. on a 
few new projects of a minor nature including life cycles of the boring clam 
and the. stone crab. Approximately 65% of ~he ;research tlme will be spent on 
continuing projects such as the seasonal study of the oyqiter in relation to 
environmenta..1 changes and the work on genetics of the oys·ter. By next spring 
.30% of the:iesearqh time will be available tor the initiaiiorl of new, studies, 
a portion .pt which ~ill be devoted to a moi-e exhaustive study of trapping or 
otherwise corltrollihg t~e oyst:3r drill~ 

Dr! Butle:l9 g~ve_a resume of the activities during the past year, stating 
the purp.6ses of Gulf oyste.r investigations and listing the various studies which 
included: 

The annual reproductive cycles of the oyster in particular geographic areas~ •• 
seasonal production of spawn and its relation to t~e annu~l variations in 
salinity and temperature. He mentioned that they had kept complath records for 
a three year period which show relative .abund~mce of spatf'all and the survival, 
of this spatfqll, ~nd the inter•relationsh!p between the setting or' oysters and 
other sedentary animals' 

I 

i?att~rri or growth in oysters which_has been studied both in the field and under 
laboratory conditions and on which they now have a great mass of data which is 
in process of analysis. These data show: 

Increase in length and width of animal. 
Changes in the internal capacity of the shells. 
Age at which most important changes in this dimension take place in oyster. 
Changes oysters undergo when they are cultivated as compared to when they 

are left growing in the wild state. 

Relationship between oysters and the different' parasites and predators in Gulf 
area. 

Heredity in the oyster. 

Raising oysters of known parentage for use in controlled breeding experi­
ments to determine relative importance of genetic factors in controlling 
growth, quality and resistance to disease,, 

Study of similar factors in oysters of unkeown parentage. 

(M-12 102651) 
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The speaker stated experiments show that some of the most desirable qualities 
of commercial oysters---shape; shell appearance, volume of meat per oyster, etc. 
may be la.J"gely controlled by good cultural practices. The wol'k shows just as 
conclusively that the growth rate of individual oysters is very definitely a 
part of their hereditary complex and that· oysters grown under carefully con­
trolled conditions exhibit diverse rates of growth vvhen kept in identical 
environmental conditions in laboratory tanks or experimental tr.ays in their 
natural habitat. The tracing of g~ne inheritance in the oyster is going to be 
a most tedious task. He also mentioned that some oysters from the Chesapeake 
Bay area had been transplanted at Pensacola and the development and growth 
patterns in these oysters are being compared with Gulf oysters of similar age. 

In concluding, Dr. Butler stated that during the past year, some hard clams, 
Yenus, were transplanted from New England to Gulf waters and are growing 
remarkably well with the exception of attacks by predators. 

Discussion: Considering spat collection, it w·as agreed by scientists that it 
is not possible to predict spatfall along the Gulf coast because of temperatures 
not being static from year to year as on the Atlantic seaboard. Oyster spawn• 
ing has been controlled in the laboratory but it is questionable if the operation 
could be performed economically on a commercial scale.. It is not thought clams 
can be produced in commer.cial quantities on the Gulf until control is first 
established over the predators. Fertilization of open or laboratory waters has 
not proven of benefit to oyster growth but has gr.eatly increased plankton count 
in open waters in Texas, inviting fin fishes, particularly red fish, in large 
numbers. , 

Mr. Dahlgren's presentation of a study of the coastal bays and estuaries, 
_ a study suggested to tie in with those in progress for the Gulf waters, is 
attached to this report. 

Presenting a paper concerning student marine instruction in Virginia, 
prepared by Dr. J. L. McHugh, Mr. Stacey Denham of FWS told of the general 
course in the marine fisheries offered vocational agricultural teachers of the 
Virginia coastal counties last summer. This one-week course was conducted at · 
the Virginia Fisheries Laboratory, Gloucester Point. The purpose of such in­
struction was said to be that of imparting a better understanding of the 
Virginia fishery resources to the teachers, vvho in turn incorpora·te such 
material in their courses. The ultimate aim of the instruction, according to 
the presentation, is that of promoting a better appr'9ciation of the fisheries 
in the future citizens of Virginia, the school having been judged the best 
medium for such an endea~or. Tha work is to continue on a greatly expanded 
basis, said Mr. Denham. 

Discussion: Mr. Dodgen told of a program in effect in Texas which is called 
resource use education, a cooperative venture between the forestry service, 
the soil conservation servica, the department of education and the game o.nd 
fish commission. Each of the mentioned departments of state government has 
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.employed an expert to develop material relating to conservation and present such 
material to the teachers. He said the program had worked so well in his state 
he ~ould like to see such n program sponsored by the Commission for the coastal 
states of the Gulf'. .Mr. A. W. Anderson told of the FvVS educational work, 
mentioning particularly motion pictures which can be ·made available for-visual 
aid instruction, He offered full cooperation of his branch or the Service in 
assisting in the development of an overall fishery resource educational program 
f 01" the Gulf. 

Dr. Idyll said the Marine Laboratory of Miami University is approaching the 
subject of better educating the general public through offering short courses 
at the laboratory and through the issuing of informational or educational 
bulletins. He said they hoped to reach the graded school students more direct 
in the future and that Florida would welcome a coordinated program. 

Dr. Butler, speaking of the interast of the public in the marine fisheries, 
s·aid the Pensacola Laboratory announced a one day open house last April and the 
response was so good on the part of the general public, the invitation was ex­
tended to three weeks. Over 600 high school students and teachers viewed the 
exhibits. · · 

Mr. Baughman said a one day open house at the Rockport, Texas, laboratory 
attracted 480 visitors. 

Mr. Donald Y. Aska, speaking on the subject of Defense Fisheries 
Administration activities, stated that inventories are dovvn, the rearmament 
program is leaving the drawing board and tooling stage, entering the production 
stage, and demanding an increasing portion of our resources. He said that 
every industry that uses control~ed materials, steel, copper and aluminum in 
factory shapes, will be dependent upon allotments made to that industry by the 
DFA. The speaker said it appears shore construction will be reduced in the 
months immediately ahead due to the shortage of copper, and plate and structural 
steel; however, small pr-oj ects requiring 25 tons of steel, or less, and corres­
pondingly small amounts of copper and aluminum, have been provided for by NPA. 
He. said vessel construction looks favorable as applications for material by 
large yards apparently have been filled almost 100%. Maintenance of existing 
faoiliti?s, shore and vessel, appears to be assured, according to Mr. Aaka. 
He expects a slow-up on delivery time of engines but no real shortage;·that 
tin cans are expected in good 'Supply to January l, 1952 and probably later since 
NPA now permits supply to users base,d on either their 1949 or 1950 requirements. 
Netting, rope, floats a11d leads were said to be in good supply with no ·shortages 
for the foreseeable future. Acids, especially sulphuric, are expected to con• 
tinue to be short of demand. 

In summation, Mr. Aska made the following suggestions: 

Try to anticipate your needs as far in advance as possible. 
Keep your equipment in the best possible repair-•maintenance was never 

more important than it is today. 
Familiarize yourself with the NPA Orders that concern you--they are going 
to play an important role in your operations for quite some time. 

Boatbuilders, ship repair yards and manufacturers of fishing and process­
ing equipment, should watch the papers for announcements of closing dates 
for the acceptance of applications for controlled materials. 

-s-
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Don't undertako any· major construction l,U'ltil you are sure of your 
materials• Wherev0r possible in your construction plans, try 
to cut down on st~ol and subetitute masonry and cement. 

If you have trouble in locating materials to the point where the· 
production of your boat or pl~nt is impaired, let us know about 
it and we 111 do everything in our power to help you. 

Due to economy measures effected· in September, DFA no longer maintains field 
offices of its own. However, the l\t\rkot News offices of Fish and Wildlife 
Service are handling field cases for us and will be glad to render you every 
.assistance possible. For this a-ea, Mr. S. C. Denham of New Orleans, is . 
serving as representative, with headquarters in New Orleans. If you have 
any material problems, contact Mr. Denham or write directly to DFA in 
Washington. · 

At the Open Period, reserved for comments of representatives of 
industry or others: 

Mr. Al Wegmann stated the Commission had done a fine work in behalf of in• 
dustry on the Gulf and he was expectlng to witness still further prograss 
in the months ahead. 

Mr. Murray Wheeler said, as Public Relations DirGctor of N.FI, that the 
Institute was deeply interested in the work of the Commission. He asked for 
information from the Gulf area to incorpo~ate into the Institute•s public 

,, relations program. 

Dr. Idyll spok? briefly on the mission of the Gulf and Caribbean ·Institute 
and invited all conferees to attehd the 4th annual session, Miami Beach, 
SansSouci Hotel, November 12-16, 1951. 

Mr. Harold Hanaumi, interpreter for the Japanese group, stated Mr. Tatsuo 
Kinoshita of the delegation wished to express his appreciation for the 
favors extended to the Japanese Diet representatives. Mr. Hanaumi in 
interpreting the remarks of the senior member of the delegatiqn said tho 
group was very much impressed by the fine cooperative spirit existing at the 
meeting; that they would take back with.them to Japan a report of progress 
in the fisheries of the Gulf thro.ugh the coordination of interstate effort. 

The Secretary read letters of good wishes for the success of the 2nd annual 
meeting from .A. Jo Harris, Asst. Attorney General, Montgomery; Herbert Wiltsee, 
Regional Representative, Council of State Governments, Chicago; Charles Carry, 
Director, National Canners ..Association, Washington; and, A. B. Chauvin, · 
Houma-Terrebonne (Louisiana) Chamber of Commerce. 

Mr. Dodgen closed the Thursday morning s·ession after issuing an invitation to 
all conf"erees to attend the afternoon session, which session, he explained, 
would be open for discussion of any subjects concerning the Gulf fisheries. 
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· The Chairman opened the afternoon session to representatives of the 
several states to explain for the benefit of industry the current state fishing 
tax laws'. 

Mr. Dodgen recognized Mr. Charles M. Ca~riere, Vice-President, National 
Shrimp Canners and :Packers Association. Mr. Carriere, appearing as a representa­
tive of the members ot the mentioned association, explained that since the last 
meeting of the Commission the shrimp industry on the Gulf was divided in their 
thinking with regard to the matter of shrimp imports. He said one group, members 
of his association, favored the limiting of shrimp imports through the institution 
of federal import legislation, while the other group no longer favored import 
quota or tariff restrictions. He said the latter group had help form, and had 
entered into, an association with Mexican interests and that the association, 
Shrimp Association of the Americas, favor.ed not limiting importations and ex­
pected to promote a wider acceptance of shrimp by the consuming public. 

Mr. Carriere stated that while his group was not opposed to tho idea that con• 
sumption could be increased through the medium of advertising, one of the projects 
said to be on the agenda of the Shrimp Association of the Americas, this was 
believed to be a slow method of obtaining the desired result. The speaker was 
asked several questions with regard to what constituted shrimp imports and a 
general discussion of that subject followed. Mr. A. W. Anderson clarified the 
questions: "Fish caught by an American boat with an American flag and American 
crew is called Product of an American Fishery and that Product of an American 
Fish~ry can enter the U. s. anywhere without duty. If, on the other hand, that 
same boat, in addition to making its own catch also purchased, we will say, 
shrimp from a Mexican vessel, the shrimp from the Mexican vess·el is Product of 
a Foreign Fishery and would have to pay a duty on entering a U. S. port." 
Mr. Anderson answering a question by Mr. Dodgen, stated that it would be difficult 
for customs officials to correctly assess duty on a cargo of shrimp composed ot 
shrfmp taken from both an American and Foreign fishery. 

Mr. Larry W. Strasburger, appearing at the request of Mr. John Mehos, .President 
of the Texas Shrimp Association and Mr. Virgil Versaggi, President of the 
Shrimp Association of the Americas, to explain the formation of the international 
shrimp association, said the Texas Shrimp Association decided last spring that 
a tariff was not the complete answer to the problems affecting the shrimp fishery 
in that area; that it was thought the problems could be better settled by 
Amer.iean and Maxican interests working out their mutual problems directly instead 
of through legislation enacted by the central governments. Mr. Strasburger told 
of the several meetings held in connection with the formation of the Shrimp 
Association of the Americas and how, now that the organization is functioning, 
they expect to add to the current membership by adding new associations. It was 
pointed out the international association is an organization composed of 
associations and not individuals. It was brought out in discussion that the 
Texas Shrimp Association had decided to assume a passive attitude regarding the 
several shrimp import tariff bills pending consideration by Congress. Mr. Dodgen 
suggested that an economic survey of the American shrimp industry might be 
desirable since the Congress would very likely requira such a survey if con­
sideration were to be given a tariff. To this Mr. Strasburger said he knew of 
no steps which had been taken to have a ~urvey made but he thought it an 
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excellent idea, adding that the Texas Association feels there are numerous 
markets available in. this country that have not been explored. Answering the 
Chairman's question as to who he thought should make such a survey, 
Mr. Strasburger said he thought an economic survey by the Fish and Wildlife 
Service would be acceptable to all segments of the shrimp industry because 
their findings would be taken as strictly impartial.· 

Mr. Carriere said, on question from Mr. Dodgen, that he thought an economic 
survey of the shrimp industry was desirable but added an opinion that a tariff 
should be put into effect now. He said a survey might take three to four years; 
that if a survey was made the Fish and Wildlife Service should do the work and 
that it would be de~irablo to progress the survey on a stepped-up basis. 

Colonel Kurtz proposed the question as to what was the best course for industry 
to take considering that the r3tail price of shrimp was sufficiently high in 
the northern markets at this time to price many consumars out of the market, 
yet many shrimp vessels were tied up because it was apparently felt they could 
not be profitably oporat0d at the current ex-vessel prices, and the above b(Jing 
experienced with tho prospect for increased production, due to the exploitation 
of new grounds and the introduction of freezer boats into the fleet. Mr.Carriere 
stated he believed the solution to be the establishing of a tariff to limit 
imports. 

Mr. Al Wegmann expressed the opinion that the shrimp industry is faced with a 
problem that could not possibly be solved in the immediate future. He said 
imports was a matter of considerable concern to NFI, that at a recent meeting 
of the Institute's executive committee the imports situation involving shrimp, 
tuna, red snapper, lobster tails, and other such imports, was discussed and a 
special committee was appointed to study the situation. He said a regional 
meeting of NFI was expected to be held in New Orleans in January and it was 
hoped the special committee would have a report prepared for presentation at 
the meeting, adding that all conferees at the Commission meeting were invited 
to attend. ln conclusion, Mr. Wegmann impressed upon the group that Mexico 
had now entered into the production of' speckled trout and redfish and that 
this entry into competition with the inshor3 fisperies of this country posed 
anotI:ier problem due careful consideration. 

Mr. J. s. Ramos said it is getting more difficult from month to month for the 
small American shrimp boat operator to earn what is considered a satisfactory 
livelihood, due to imports from foreign coWltries. He said the problem 
warranted a most careful study. 

Mr. E. IVI. Lapeyr(3, Sr. asked Mr. Strasburger if he knew whether or not the 
Association of the Americas had decided upon a definite advertising program, 
to which the latt,3r said, the matter of advertising hq.d been placed before 
five or six advertising agencies throughout the United States and that they were 

' to report back at a meeting of the Association to be held in Dallas, Texas, 
October 22, 1951. 

Mr. M. W. Thompson 0£ the Biloxi-Gulfport Herald, and retired advertising agency 
executive, suggested that the advertising medium of recipes for the preparation 
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of shrimp dishes b0 given serious consideration in any sales promotion 
activities. 

1 

Mr. Al Wegmann said advertising will no doubt increase the consumption of 
shrimp; that incr3asing the consumption of shrimp is gdng to increase-the 
production of shrimp; that he thought increased producticn would come from 
foreign countries. 

Mr. Dodg(m asked Mr. A. W. Andersen whot he thcught about the value and methods 
of procedure of making an eccnomic survey. Mr. Anderson stated there was no 
question as to the value of such a survey, that the House of Representatives, 
in rGcently passing an interim tuna import tariff', did so with the provision 
that the Fish & Wildlife Service make a compr(Jhensive study of the tuna problem 
for certain aspects and the Tariff Commission for certain other aspects. He 
said, the FWS beli 13ves such surveys to br3 basic and that the Service, in making 
such studies, covers all factors that are considered to contribute to the 
economy. Mr. Anderson stated that all available time of the FWS fishery 
economics staff would be completely consumed until the dead line for the report 
on tuna to the House of Reprosentativos, January 1, 1953; that no money was 
available for the employing of additional start. 

The meeting stood adjourned at 5:00 PM. 

Frid§Y• October 19, 1951 

The Friday morning session was called to order at 10:00 AM by 
Mr. Dodgen, Chairman. 

For a report on the meeting of the Commission Committee to Correlate 
Research and Exploratory Data held Thursday afternoon with representatives 
of the FWS in attendance, Mr.. Dodgen called upon Dr. Nelson Gowanloch. 

Dr. Gowanloch's report was as follows: 

Gulf Exploratory Fishing Progra~; _In view of the apparent potential 
importance of tuna resources in the Gulf of Mexico and the successful results 
obtained in the shrimp fishery explorations, it is recommended that the emphasis 
of the exploratory proj 3ct be shifted to a tuna s-urvey at the tim3 deemed most 
advisable by those in charge of the program. This recommendation does not 
represent a situation whereby the shrimp investigation is terminated but merely 
expresses a difference in what.is regarded as a balance of urgency.· 

Gulf Research .Program~ It is the·recommendation of the Committee that 
the offshore research program already outlined be contin:tted since this program 
has not yet been continued long ·enough to justify any modification. 
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Qyster Research Program: It is the racommendation of the Committee that 
the oyster research program be continued as earlier represented pending further 
coordination of the oyster study activities of the five states. 

State Landing Rec9rds..! · Your Committee consider9d tn open meeting >with 
associated interested institutions and associated intere3ted individuals the 
highly desirable project that Stata Landing Records br\3a~ down, if possible, 
production of shrimp into cat,:1gories of production of the various commercial 
marine species. The need for this, your Cammi tt.ee balisves, is obviously in• 
tensified by th(3 probable early entrance of species of shrimp into the 
commercial fishery which have not until this time afford3d market significance. 
It is the feeling of your Committee that howev~;r valuabL~ such information would 
be, they can nevertheless at the prasent timo formulate no hopeful, concort.ed 
plan whcroby this objective can bq accomplished. 

Your Committee is continuing the exploration for some 'prRctica.l uniform method, 
if any, whGr,3by such commercial statistics of shrimp production in terms of tho 
irdividual spacios can be accomplished. 

Inshore Oceanographic Survey: Your Committse agrees in principle with 
the proposal for a State and Federal cooperative hydrological survey of the 
inshore we.tars of the Gulf of Mexico and that the program as laid down seems 
most feasible if handled by a central agency or laboratory and that the 
Commission should promptly investigate ways and means of financing this 
program. 

We further suggest that the operation of tha central laboratory b9 a Federal 
function operated at Federal expense and that the various states should cooper­
ate in the program by furnishing samples for analysis with the proviso that 
the results of these analyses be made available to the Gulf States Marine 
Fisheries Commissien and, additionally, in a separate transcript to the con­
tributing research agency immediately upon completion of the requir9d analyses. 

Fishery Educ.ational Program: Your Committee recommend~ that a survey 
should be undertaken of the parallel educational programs or potential 
educational programs of the.five member states of the Com.mission and, further, 
a corresponding examination bG ·made of pertinent progrr:i.mS in other st11tes and 
the advice of persons who have had special experience in these fields be . 
sought and that, further, soma action be recorrunend3d in assembling and provid· 
ing for dissemination of listings of us·Jful available reference works ·for future 
distribution to cooperating institutions and individuals as a means of further­
ing educational progress. It is the consonsus of your Committee that even in 
this first tentative statement they should urge that the educational program 
be planned so that it would involve no s~crifica of any research activities. 

The Chairman next called upon Miss Mary Schulman J~or a report from 
·the Committee to Correlate Fishery Laws. Miss Schulman explained that, in 
the absence of a quorum the Commission attorneys did not maet Thursday after­
noon, instead, joined with the Commissi,0ners and industry for discussion of 
shrimp imports. Miss Schulman briefly reviewed the work of the 1951 Florida 
legislature in matters relating to the marine fisheries. Of special interest 
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to tho conferees was information concerning the enabling legislation diverting 
funds derivod from the sale of dead oystc:r and clam shells to tho Board of 
Conservation, for enlarging the scope of biol()gical resaarch and oyster reef 
rehabilitation. 

Mr. Dodgen expressed the gratitude of the Commissioners for the very 
fine attendance at the annual meeting and their appreciation for the information 
brought out during the well participated-in discussions. The Friday morning 
open session was adjourned at 10:45 AM. 

• 
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EXECT!I'IVE SESSION (RESUME) 

FRIDAY, OOTOBER 19 1 1951 

Gul£ Exploratory Program, 1951-52. Commission· voted not ask FWS change 
from current program •••••••• eihrimp - tuna - red snapper, emphasis on shrimp. 

Gulf Research Program (Offshore Biological and: Oyster Research) 1951-52. 
Commission favored FW'S continuing as previously outlined. 

Inshore Oceanographic Survey - new subject. Commission adopted resolution 
directed to FWS and state· marine fishery 6irectors to institute such work. , 

Marine Fisheries Student Education - new subject. Commission sanctioned 
same fo~ Gulf States and set up plan to acquire necessary basic information. 

Shrimp Imports. Commission favors all segments indu~try agreeing on need 
tor impartial economic survey of shrimp industry as possible solution to 
conflicting thinking as to desirability for limiting volume importations. 

Election of officers. Howard D. Dodgen, Texas, Commission Chairman; 
Hermes Gautier, Mississippi, Commission Vice-Chairman. 

Appointment of Committee Chairmen. Committee to Correlate Exploratory 
and Research Data 1 J. Nelson Gpwanloch, Louisiana. Committee to Correlate 
Ftshery Laws, A. J. Harris, Jr., Alabama. 

Preparad by: W. D. Gunn, Secretary·Treasur0r. 
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GULF STATES MARINE FISHERIES COMMISSION 
312 Audubon Building 

New Orleans 16, Louisiana 

SECOND ANNUAL . MEETIHl 

MlJJJJI!§ 

EXEC!Jl'IVE SESSION, BILOXI, MISSISSIPPI (OCTOBER 19, 1951.) 

The Chairman, Mr. Dodgen, called the meeting to order at 11:00 AM. 

Relative to the 1950-51 FWS program of offshore fishery explorations and 
gear development, Mr. Johnston expressed the opinion that the Commission should 
not request the FWS to change the program already outlined until the shrimp 
explorations have been completed; that he did not think the Service had found 
out enough about the Gulf shrimp fisheries to warrant a complete change to a 
tuna program; that tuna explorations might be carried on but as a secondary 1 

consideration. · ' 

Mr. Dodgen asked Dr. Gowanloch. if he thought the FVVS should at this time make a 
complete changeover to a full-scale tuna program, to which the latter replied 
that the Committee to Correlate Research and Exploratory Data, after a lengthy 
discussion of the matter with FWS representatives Thursday afternoon, decidGd 
to recommend to the Commission that emphasis be shifted from s:brimp to tuna 
about January 1st, adding, it to have been the thinking of the Committee that 
shrimp observations be carried on as have been tuna observations, that is, 
receive secondary consideration. · 

Colonel~urtz stated he thought the shrimp explorations should continue, citing 
as his reason that shrimp is the largest of the Gulf coast fisheries from a 
production standpoint and from a standpoint of dollars invested in vessels, 
gear and shore handling facilities. He stated we should cndeavor~to further 
develop the Gulf shrimp fisheries for the benefit of industry, with tuna baing 
of secondary consideration. 

Further discussion of the subject brought out tho general feeling of the 
Commissioners that the survey for shrimp in the Gulf should be continued as the 
primary objective in explorations until such time as all areas have been com~ 
plet0ly investigated and a compr0hensive · rsp~rt render0d as to conclusions •. 

Mr. Johnston offered a motion that the F1NS Gulf shrimp exploratory program, con­
ducted by the OREGON, continue as previously outlined, Colonel Kurtz seconded 
the motion. The by•the-state vote was unanimous. 

(Secretary's note: Initial exploratory program, Tampa, Jan. 1950, Shark - Tuna • 
Red Snapper. Mobile, July 1950, shark replac3d by shrimp with shrimp to receive 
primary consideration, tuna and ~ed snapper, secondary considoration.) 
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A brief round-table discussion followed in which the opinion prevailed that 
both the offshore research and oyster programs· of the FWS were progressing 
nicely and as previously outlined. No motions made in connection with these 
programs. 

Regarding the proposed inshore ·oceanographic survey, M'r. McConnell mov,3d 
that the survey be conducted as outlin13d by Mr. Dahlgran in his Thursday 
presentation. Colonel Kurtz seconded the motion. Discussion of question follow­
ed. Mr. Dodgen called upon Dr. Gowanloch for his views in the matter, who stated 
as follows: 

"Your Committee agrees in principle with the proposal for a State and Federal 
cooperative hydrological survey of the inshore waters of the Gulf of Mexico and 
that the program as laid down seams most feasible if handlod by a central agency 
or laboratory and that the Commission should promptly investigate ways and means 
of financing this program. · 

"We fur~her euggest that the operation of.the central laboratory be a Federal 
function operat0d r.t F'ederal expe11se and that the various st.9.tes .should cooperate 
in the program by furnishing samples for analysis with tho proviso that the 
results of these analyses be made available to tho Gulf States Marin9 Fisheries 
Commission and, additionally, in a separate.transcript to the contributing re­
search agency immediately upon completion of the requ:lrad analyses." 

Mr. Johnston offered a substitute motion to the effect that the laboratory work 
bt3 accomplished by the FWS Galveston laboratory and with that agency p~ying 
salary, equipment, materials or other expenses incurred at the central 
laboratory; that the individual states be respons:i.ble for the collection of 
samples in their respective waters, the dispatch of same and the payment of any 
and all expenses involved in such collection and dispatch of samples. Substitute 
motion was accepted by Mr. McConnell, seconded by Mr. Gaut:J.er, and upon vote, 
was passed by the five states. The Secretary was instructed to incorporate 
this decision of the Commission in a resolution and dir8ct same to the U. S. Fish 
& Wildlife Service and the Conservation Department Directors of the five states. 
Copy of the resolution follows Mr. Dahlgren's suggested program in attachment 
to these minutes. 

The Chairman brought up the question of whether or not the Commission should 
sponsor a student fisheries educational program and asked Dr. Gowanloch for his 
Committee's thinking in the matter. He said it was the feeling of the Committee 
that the matter shc~uld be progressed· in three stages, and that if it was the 
wish of the Commission they would immediately undertake to: 

Analyze the present activities, if any, and potentialities of avail• 
able sources in each of the five states. 

Ascertain such activities as may be conducted in oth~r states. 

Organize and mimeograph bibliographies that would be available for 
distribution to interest~d individuals. 
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Mr. Dodgen stated that since Texas had a Director of Publications and Fducati0n, 
he would be glad to have the dir·3Ctor prepare an outline of how the material 
should be salected, put together, and disseminated. All agreed this would be 
a long step toward getting the study underway. Mr. Dodgen said the outline 
would be ready for study at the April meeting and he would have the author 
attend the meeting. ~ 

Mr. Johnston moved that Mr. Dodg 1an 's offer be accepted. Mr. McConnell seconded. 
Upon a vote the motion unanimously carried. 

The Chairman requested Dr. Gowanloch to have the scientific committee procead 
as tho latter had outlined. 

Mr. Johnston said that he believed it would be of great value to the 
directors or agencies in each state charged with the responsibility of leasing 
dea.d oyster-clam shell b·,3ds to have, b3fora they makt:: such leases, the experience 
of other states in that ragard. Mr. Johnston moved that the Secratary be 
requ8sted to write each of the directors of the fivt:l comp~ctod states request• 
ing that he ba furnished (for the benefit of all states) full information relative 
to the leasing of reefs for the r-smoval of shell, price per yard, and such other 
information as wolll.d bo of value. Also, that this information b0 maintain·3d at 
tho Headquarters office on a current basis and dieseminatc~d to the state 
authorities conc·:)rned so that their subject files may also b3 maintained on a 
currant basis. Mr. Vathis seconded the motion. The motion unanimously passed 
when put to vote. 

The Chairman suggested to the Secr:1tary that the overall matt)r of oyster shells 
would bo a good subject for a report at the spring meeting. 

Mr. Dodgen entertained a motion that since minut c~s for the last 
Commission meeting at Pensacola, Florida, in April, had been distribut0d accord­
ing to the rules and regulations, the reading of same be dispensed with~and 
ace opted as originally transcribed by th.3. Sccratary. Such a motion was· made by 
Colonel Kurtz. Mr. Gautier seconded the motion, and upon a vote the motion 
unanimously carri.ed. 

Copies of a suggested minimum budget, as preparad by tho SecrJtary and 
approv·3d hy the Commission Vice-Chairman, were passed to the Commissioner.a. 

In considoring expenses for the forthcoming year, Colonel Kurtz said that in 
view of the; rising costs of living he thought the S13cretary-Tr'..Jasur3r 1s salary 
should be increased over the starting salary of ~~ 1000 which was.established 
November 1, 1949. He mad a a motion to the effect that the salary be incr13ased 
$100 per month. Motion was seconded by !Vb:-. McConnell. Before calling for a 
vot3, Mr. Dodgen suggested that the increase of $1200 per year be effective with 
tha start of the next pay period, Novt~mber 1st, to which Colonel Kurtz agreed. 
The states voted unanimously in favor of the motion. 

The Commission budget for the current fiscal year 1951-52 was unanimously 
approved in the amount of $15 ,196 .39, Colonel Kurtz having made the motion for 
acceptance with Mr. Vathis seconding. ·Exhibit of budget is third attached to 
the minutes. 

The approval of second annual audit of the·Commission's accoWlts by the New 
Orleans certified accounting firm of Moses, Rittler and Dienes was included in 
the mentioned vote. 
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It was brought out in discussion.that tho original appropriation by the stat$S 
of $13,000 per annum for the expense of maintaining the Commission was set up 
only as a11 initial estimate, that with tho iner,;)ase in cost of operation it ' 
was not now possible to operate on the estimate made several years ago. It was 
agrGed by all Commissioners that considerat.ion should be given at once_to an 
incr0ase in ,'.lnnual membership dues for the five states and the amount to be 
given by each state pro-ratad on the latest authoritative records of tho value 
of fish and fishery products landed at the ports in each of the compacted 
stntes. The Secretary was instructed .to give this matter his attention and 
raport to th·J Chairman. 

Coming next on the agenda was the lnf3,tter of making certain amendments 
to the Commission rules and regulations. The Secretary reported that he had 
drafted several suggestions and furnished same to each member of the Committee 
to Correlate Fishery Lawe, October Sth, for their study and report at the 
annual meeting. He stated that, since only Miss Schulman was present at the 
Executive Session, a report would not be representative. Mr. Dodgen, who had 
previewed the suggested amendments, referred to the time consuming process of 
studying same at the session. Mr. McConnell moved that a set of the current 
rules and regulations, and those suggested, be furnished each Commissioner and 
the subject be brought up again at the April meeting. Mr. Vathis seconded the 
motion. The states voted unanimously on Mr. McConnell's motion. 

Turning to the election of officers and the ·appointing of Committees 
for the ensuing year, Mr. Dodgen asked Miss Schulman to conduct the election · 
of the Commission Chairman. Mr. Johnston offered the name of Howard D. Dodgen, 
present Commission Vice-Chairman and Acting Chairman. Mr. McConnell seconded 
the nomination. No other names were presented. Upon a vote, Mr. Dodgen, of 
Texas, was unanimously elected Commission Chairman. 

Returning to the chair, the Chairman entertained nominations for Commission 
Vice-Chairman. Colonel Kurtz nominated Hermes Gautier. Mr. Johnston's move 
that nominations cease was seconded by Mr. Vathis. Upon vote, Mr. Gautier, of 
Mississippi, was unanimously elected Commission Vice-Chairman. 

The Commission Chairman reappointed Dr. J. Nelson Gowanloch as Chairman of . 
the Committee to Correlate Research and Exploratory Data and Mr. A. J. Harris 
as Chairman of the Committee to Correlate Fishery Laws. 

The Secretary was requested by the Chairman to communicate with the directors 
of marine fisheries of each state and request the names of scientists and 
attorneys they desired to have represent their state on the professional 
committees. 

In discussing the matter of shrimp imports, the Commissioners were of the 
opinion that better information involving the economics of the industry was 
needed; that an economic survey would do much toward bringing closer together 
the thinking of industry, which is now divided with some for and some against 
the limiting of imports; and that such a survey conducted by an accepted impartial 
agency, such as the Fish and Wildlife Service, would greatly assist the Commission 
in determing the relationship of import volume restrictions to the proper 
utilization of the shrimp fishery. 

The session was adJourned at 12:45 PM. 
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W. D. Gunn, Secty-Treas. 



·. .Proposal tor Cooperation of States 
(through Gulf States Marine Fisheries Commission) 

In Study of Coastal·Bays and Estuaries 

As in all seas, the produo~ion of the Gulf of Mexico is dependent for the 
replenishing of lost nutrients in the surface layers ll either from the upwelling 
of ·the nutrient•rich waters which lie, unused and unusable, below the zone of 
light penetration, or from land drainage. It has become increasingly apparent 
that upwelling makes no important contribution to t~e fertility of the surface 
waters of the Gulf, and that the major fisheries in that body of wat3r are dopen• 
dent largely on the fertility added by drainage from the land. Since this drain­
age 1 for the most part, mingles first with the Gulf wat;3r·s in the coastal marshes, 
and in the estuaries and enclosed bay~, it ·is of importance that the biological, 
physical, and chemical processes which exist in these areas of mixing be recorded 
and interpreted. This is of particular importance because there. is evidence that 
the productivity inherent in the pristine environment has been and is b:3ing re• 

· duced with the advent of, If civilization." 

Our present Gulf investigations include an oceanographic survey of the 
entire Gulf to determine, among others,· (1) the quantities of nutrient chemicals 
(recognized as essential to life) extant in the surface and subsurface waters of 
the Gulf, (2) the influence of the nutrient-rich deep waters on those of the sur­
face where sunlight permits the utilization of the basic nutrients by plants, 
(.3) the biological, physical, and chemical mechanisms of the shelf waters through 
which the survival (and so the abundance) and the distribution of the important 
species ·of marine life are governed, and (4) the existence and the importance of 
elements and compotinds whose role in the life of the sea is yet imperfectly under• 
stood. 1 

. . . · 

In the few brief months of active operation in the Gulf, much basic in• 
formation on these several points has been gathered. So much remains to be done 
that our funds and facilities, already truced to capacity, cannot possibly be ex­
tended to cover, additional tasks. 

Meanwhile, the marsh areas, the e~tuaries and the lagoons which, in truth, 
have much to do with the life· in the shelf' wat3rs, are not included in our present 
studies.; Yet these inshore wat.;rs are b~ing alter .3d by the leveeing of tho im• 
portant rivers (which are nolonger spreading their alluvial riches and their 
tempering fresh waters over the marshes), by the dradging of channels, and by the 
construction of fills. Unfortunately, there i~ no mensur(3 of the primal con­
ditions, so there is no way of comparing the pres·•3nt with the past, but certainly 
it is biJtter to start now to establish extant conditions than to delay longer. 

It is proposed, then, for consideration by the Gulf States Marine 
Fisheries Commission, that each of the several States contribute t·o a combined 
effort to survey the inshore waters. Such a survey will supplement and compler.ient 

l/ There is a small but continued loss of these nutrients because some 
of the organisms which consume them die and sink beyond the reach of sunlight. 
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the ~ntire job, OD (2) s~pport a chemi~t and hi;:t a~~i~~ant at the Q~lveE$tC>n 
~boratorl and appept'o~lf the responsibility fpr t~e collection and sh+pment 
of samples to ... Gal~eston~ · · . . · . . · · ·· · .. · 

Of thef3e twQ ~rrangements, the.latter appears to be the more pre.ct!cal ~n4 
~pon<;>mical beca'q~e ft 'requires almost no laboreitory o~ . .fJ..¢Eltiijg fapilit.ies 
Qeyq~d th9s~ in eJc;istei,pce. · It alf3o allows tpe work tp Qe· qivi4ed amon~s~: 
1ho~e best suited· fol' thoir partipular assig,nmepts·, rhl.J$ I ··the Gal:v·~~tqn . 
:t.aboratory is a++Gady operating on continuou~ rputi~e'.an;:q.ys~~ .and- bec~us!). i..t 
has adequatG suparvision is in position to add.· more work +o&d by the simple'. 
addj,tion of' addition~l pe~sonnel and a minimum of. ·~qi+5rp~ent (see below). · Tl'le 
~tates have t~ei+' pat~ol 'boats which can easil.¥ coye:r:•the t,crritory and onlf 
n~etj to be implemonte~ by collecting gear and sto~ago facilities for the trbzen 
~amples. ' · · 

ln addition, to a competent chemist and his ~~s,istant, additional equipm~~t 
wilLbe nee~ed tor the Galv·aston laboratory as_ f9llows: 

a F1-~be:r 1-.C· Electrophotometers at $.;oo.orr · 
" : ' . i .-' ·~, 

1 Frozen Fqpd $torage Box - 12 cu. ft. 
{t.o ~cl.cl, ~var samples awaiting analysi~) 

t·• l ' ~ • ~. • 

Miscellaneous items 

Chemicals 
' ~ 

1 roe,r,tt·:wa~e~ ··~•P+~r 
,· ~ ; ;· • ' • I • ~ ~ 

l ~ox tor treezill8 bath 

StQrt!ge and shipping boxes for samples 

$ 600.00 

. 500.00 

gso.oo 
i~o.qo 

i,;oo.oo per year 

• 'it0•09 

,0.09 
50.00 

For the entire program, five thousand 100 ml, polyethylene plastic bottle~ 
' will be needed--the number required for a given a,tate will depend on the length 
of shoreline of tha.t state. The total cost of th~se will be approximately 
$1,500.00. 

Prepared and presented by: 

Mr. E. H. Dahlgren, FWSJ Washington 
Gulf States Marine Fisheries Commission Meeting 
Biloxi, Mississippi 

-( October 1$-19 1 l951. 
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A RESOLUTION 

WHEREAS, the Gulf States Marine Fisheries Commission is composed 
of representatives from each of the compact_ed states of Alabama, Florida, 
Louisiana, Mississippi and Texas who are concerned with matters relating to 
the better· utilization of the fisheri.es (marine, shell and anadromous) which 
inhabit the waters of the seaboard of the Gulf of Mexico; and 

WHEREAS, it is recognized by the Commission that tba proper 
utilization of the fisheries cannot.be accomplished without certain basic in• 
formation, of whieh the hydrological character of the waters of the coastal 
bays and estuaries can form a recognized importunt. pa.rt, and 

'WHEREAS, a hydrological survey of the inshore waters is con­
sidered necessary to the ·satisfactory completion of a similar program now 
being conducted by the u. s. Fish and Wildlife Service in the offshore waters 
of the Gulf of Mexico; 

Now therefore, 

BE IT R~SOLVED, that the Gulf States Marine Fisheries Commission, 
in order to gain a comprehensive knowledge of the chemical constituency of all 
of the waters of the Gulf of Mexico and thereby be in position to better 
recommend to the compacted states such fishery management plans as are 
essential to the development and perpetuation of the fisheries, recommends 
that the u. s. Fish and Wildlife Service and the Marine Fisheries Directorate 
of the Gulf States exert a cooperative effort to institute such a survey of 
the marine waters common to each of the states served by the Commission, and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Gulf States Marine Fisheries 
Commission recommends the Galveston, Texas, laboratory of the u. s. Fish and. 
Wildlife Service be designated as a central laboratory for the project; that 
all central laboratory work be accomplished at federal expense; that results 
of analy$eS for the five states be made available to the Gulf States Marine 
Fisheries Commission and a separate transcript be made available to the con• 
tributing state research agency upon completion of the required analysis; 
that the individual states arrange for the collection and dj.spatoh of all 
samples 'taken within their respective waters and at state expense. 

********** 

\ 

The foregoing resolution was unanimously adopted by the Gulf States Marine 
Fisheries Commission at a regular meeting of the Commission at Biloxi, 
Mississippi, October 18-19, 1951. 
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BUDGEr 

GULF STAT§ MARINE FISHERIES COMMISSION 

Fiscal Year 1951·52 

Salaries 
Rent - Office 
Bond and Insurance .Premiums 
.Accounting Fees 
.Telephone and Telegraph 
Electric Lights 
Travel - Personal and Auto 
Postage 
Stationery, Printing and Office Supplies 
Subscriptions · 
Miscellaneous 
FUrnitlU'e and Fixtures 
Social Security 
Reserve Fund for Depreciation 

Approved ·by the Commission, October 19, 1951. 

$ 9,200.00 
i,oso.oo 

181.50 
175.00 
390·.oo 
65•00 

2,500.00 
125.00 
650.00 
10.00 
25·.oo 

200.00 
90.00 

504.89 

-----
• 15,196 • .39 

(M ... 12 102651) · 
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GULF STATES MARINE FISHERIES COMMISSION 

.Pensacola, Florida 
San Carlos Hotel (Ball Room) 

April 19 (Thursday) -· 20 (Frid·ay) 1951 

PROGRAM 
-~------

ThursdaY, April 19, 1951 

9:00 AM Registration. 

9:.30 AM Call to Order, Mr. Bert E. Thomas, Commission Chairman, Mobile, Ala. 

Introduction, Mr. Earl M. McGowin, Director, Alabama Department ot 
Conservation, Montgomery, Alabama· ••••••.•• senator Thomas A. Johnston, 
Mobile, Alabama. 

Roll Call of Commi$sioners and Introduction of Gtlests. 

WEU}OME, Mr. George Vathis, Supervisor, Florid~ Board of Conservation, 
Tallahassee, Florida. 

MORNING BUSINES§ ·. SESSION 

10:00 AM EXPLORATORY FISHING, Film,· M/V OREGON, 
Mr. Harvey R. Bullis, Fishery Methods & Equipment Specialist, 
U. S~ Fish & Wildlife Service, Pascagoula, Miss. 

INITIAL RESEARCH CRUISE, M/V ALASKA, 
Mr. w. w. Anderson, Chief, Gulf Investigations, 
U. s. Fish & Wildlife Service, Galveston, Texas. 

INTERSTATE COOPERATION IN INSHORE FIN FISHES RESEARCH, 
Dr. J. Nelson Gowanloch, Chief Biologist, 
La. Dept. Wildlife & Fisheries, New Orleans, La. 

DFA ACTIVITIES ON THE GULF, 
Mr. Donald Y. Aska, Area Supervisor, 
Defense Fisheries Administration, New Orleans, La. 

THE STORY OF MENS.ADEN, Film, 
Mr. Jack L. Baughman, Chief Biologist, 
Texas Game Fish and Oyster Commission, Rockport, Texas. 

ACTIVITIES OF THE OYSTER INSTITUTE OF NORTH AMERICA, 
Mr. David H. Wallace, Director, 
Oyster Institute of North America, Annapolis, Md. 

(M-11 32051) 
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GULF STATES MARINE FISHERIES COMMISSION 

.Pensacola, Florida 
San Carlos Hotel (Ball Room) 

April 19 (Thursday) -· 20 (Friday) 1951 

AFTERNOON BUSINESS SESSION 

Thursday. April 19. 1951 

DEMONSTRATION OF RESEARCH PROGRAM AT U. S, FISHER!ES 
lENSACOLA LABORATORY • • • • • • • • DR. PHILIP A. BUTLER 

l, Relative importance of heredity and environment in oyster culture. 
Examples of oysters of known and unknown parentage showing 
different characteristics. 

(a) Ef'.teot of' sunlight on shell pigmentation. 
(b) Effect of cultivation on shell quality. 
(c) Relation of' size to age. 
(d) Types of growth resulting from different looal conditions. 

2 •. Biological difficulties encountered in oyster cultivation in the 
GUl.t area. 

(a) Parasites. 
{b) Predators. 
(o) Animals competing for the same space. 

. 3 • Oystel' investigation techniques. 

(a) Spat collecters. 
(b) Plankton analyses. 
(c) Gfowth trays. 
(d) .Physiological experimentation. 

(M-11 32051) 
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12:15 PM 

12:30 PM 

Thursday, April' i9. 1951 (continued) 

Discussion Period, Panel composed of speakers of the Morning S~ssion., •• 
Discussion Leader, Mr. Dudley Gunn, Commission Secretary-Treasurer, 
New Orleans, La. 

Adjournment. 

ASSEMBLE: San Carlos Mezzanine for 12:45 PM departure 
for U. s. Fisheries Pensacola Laboratory. 

Motor trip to Laboratory, luncheon Pensacola Beach Casino. 

AFTERNOON BUSINESS SESSIO~ 

2:30 PM Chairman and Discussion Leader, Aft.ernoon Business Se.ssion, 
Commission Vice-Chairman, Mr. Howard D. Dodgen, Austin, Texas. 

4:30 PM 

DEMONSTRATION OF RESEARCH PROGRAM AT U. S. FISHERIES PENSACOLA 
LABORATORY, . 

Dr • .Philip A. Butler, Chief, Gulf Oyster Investigations, 
U. s. Fish & Wildlife Service, Pensacola, .F1la. 

Discussion Period. 

:Adjournment 

Fridav .• Abril 2o, 1956 

10:00 AM Executive Session (separate program) 

11:45 AM Adjournment. 

( M-11 32051) · 
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GULF STATES MARINE E'.L3HERIES COM1'\iISS ION 
312 AutlUb'}P Bill.iding 

New Orleans ~P, Louisiare,a 

.... M I N U T E S .~. 
LEt£]ract of Transcript) 

REGULAR MEETING, APRIL 19-20, 1951 
SAN CARLOS HOTEL, .PENSACOLA,, FLORIDA 

OFF IC I.AL ATTENDANCE OF COMMISSIONERS: 
, I, wzwz , 

FLORIDA; 

LOUIS I4\NA.: 

MISSISSIPPI: 

TEXAS: 

STAFF: 

. .PRESENT ABSENT 

Bert E. Thomas (Chairman) 
Earl M. McGowin , 
Thom~s A. Johnston 

George Vathis 
William J. Hendry 

E. J. Grizzaffi 

Hermes Gautier 
Louis Simmops 

Lawrence ~. Kurtz 

James N. McConnell 
H. E. Faubion 
Hermes Gautier 
James N. McConnell 

Bryant Patton 

Ernest S. Cleme.nt·s 
Leander H. Perez 

Walter J. Gex 

Howard D. Dodgen 
Jimmy .Phillips 

(Proxy for Ernest S. Cl~ments) 
(Proxy for How&~d D. Dodgen ) 
(Proxy for Walter J .. Gex ) 
(Proxy for E.J.Grizzaffi..-4/20) 

f 

W. Dudley Gunn, Secretary-Treasurer 

COMMISSION COMMITTEE, }jiMBERS PRESENT 

A. J. Harris, Jr., Francis X. Lueth, Mary Schulman, Clarence P. Idyll, 
J. Nelson Gowanloch, Reece O. Bickerstaff. 

REPRESENTATIVES OF GOVERNMENTAL AGENCIES PRFSEN! 

A. W. Anderson, Donald Y. Aska, H. R. Bullis, P. A. Butler, W. M. Chapman, 
H. E. Crowther, E. H. Dahlgren, H. G. Hague, N. J. Hauglund, Wm. Herrington, 
Donald Powell, Stewart $pringer. 

..1-
(M-11 51051) 
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REPRESENTATIV'FS OF INDUSTRY AND OTHERS PRE$ENT 

u. C. Bosarge, c. Birdseye, G. C. Broadhead,.L. P. Caillouet, C. M. Carriere, 
W. P. Clark, s. W. Corbino, Paul Farmer, W. W. Gillis, Tip Mathews, 
James McPhillips, Perry Prescott, H. C. Stokes, L. W. Strasburger, F.W. Taylor, 
D. H. Wallace, A. J. Wegmann, F. E. Wells, Jr. and others. 

The meeting was called to order at 10:00 a.m. Thursday, April 19, 1951, 
with the Commission Chairman, Mr. Bert E. Thomas, presiding• 

The Chairman called upon Mr. Thomas A. Johnston who introduced 
Mr. Earl M. McGowin, newly appointed director of; the Alabama Department ot 
Conservation and ex officio member of the Commission from that state, and 
in so doing spoke of the latter's twenty years experience in the Alabama 
Legislature during which time much of his attention was directed to · 
matters pertaining to conservation of natural resources. 

Mr. McGowin spoke of the consolidation of a number of the agencies of the 
Alabama Government in 1939, at which time the Alabama Department ot Con­
servation was created, and in which department was placed a division of 
Game, Fish and Seafood, Forestry, State Parks and State Lands. The speaker 
highly praised the action of the 19.39 Alabama Legislature but stated that 
it appeared at this time that it would be advantageous to create another 
major division to be known as the Seafood Division, which division would be 
concerned primarily with the commercial salt-water fishing industry, thus 
segregating that important marine resource from fish and game. In conclud­
ing, Mr. McGowinreferred to the work which has been accomplished in pre• 
serving and developing the natural resources ot those lands to which the 
State of Alabama has retained title. · 

The Secretary-Treasurer called the roll of Commissioners by states, 
following which all conferees were introduced. 

Mr. George Va.this, Florida Commissioner and Supervisor, Florida Board 
of Conservation, was called upon by the Chairman to extend a word of 
welcome to the Commissioners and their guests. 

The Chairman, tollow:l;ng a word of praise f'or the progress of the 
exploratory program, presented Mr. Harvey R. Bullis, FWS, .Pascagoula. 

Mr. Bullis stated that the explor,atory vessel OREGON, in itl3 appr9ximate 
twelve months of service, had completed 7 cruises totalling 145 days at 
sea, during which time 307 stations had been established in the offshore 
waters of the Gulf• He said that during the 7 cruises 234 individual 
shrimp trawls had been accomplished; ~2 bathythermographs and temperature 
checks; 25 hand line stations; 5 trap; 4 fi·sh trawl; 2 plankton tow and 
2 gill net trawls. 

{M.-11 51051) 
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The speaker pointed out that while that area of the Gulf extending from the 
Dry Tortugas to Aransas Pass had received the preponderance of exploratory 
attention in months past, limited investigations had been carried on in the 
deeper Gulf waters. He spoke of unsuccessful attempts to locate concen­
trations of shrimp between Cedar Keys and the Dry Tortugas. The prevalence 
of extended beds of loggerhead sponge, according to the speaker, prevented 
a satisfactory coverage of the bottoms. Future investigations will be 
conducted with trawls designed to eliminate the gathering of the mentioned 
,sponges as there are indications that shrimp do exist in the area ref erred 
to. The vast sand and mud area lying off the Texas coast will, said the 
speaker, be the subject of further investigation. It was said that ex­
plorations to date indicate that shrimp are present in the offshore Texas 
area but generally are not sufficiently concentrated to cause the fishery 
to be commercially profitable. The Exploratory Section, it was lear~ed, 
will investigate the possibility of the widely scattered shrimp moving 
into an area, possibly off the mouth ot the Mississippi or Rio Grande 
rivers in which there would be increased concentrations due to the expanse 
ot sand and mud bottom being more limited by area.. 

Mr. Bullis spoke o:r the Exploratory Section 1 s a.etivi ties in the study of 
the by-products of shrimp trawling, particularly that of salvaging all fish 
taken in 35 to 40 fathoms, or even deeper, :for their possible commercial 
value. This investigation was said to include scrap fish for possible use 
in the reduction process •••••• :f'or th~ procurement of meal, oil and solubles. 
Also in the by-products investig~tion it was learned that attention is being 
given to the salvaging of edible fishes such as the whiting, tile, angler, 
etc. The speaker pointed out that some of the fishes which have been taken 
incidental to the shrimp trawling operation are supporting commercial trawl• 
ing operations in the Atlantic. It was understood that samples of the 
fishes mentioned above have been sent to technical laboratories operated by 
the FWS for further research following the tabulating of data at Pascagoula. 

or particular interest to the industry during the present t.mergency was the 
speaker's information as to progress being made in cooperation with the 
University of Miami Marine Laboratory in the study of net preservation. 

Mr. Bullis concluded his presentation by showing a collection of slides to 
illustrate some of the work which is being accomplished by the OREGON. 

Mr. E. H. Dahlgren, FWS, Washington, was called upon by the Chairman 
to cover a subjeQt originally intended for Mr. W. W. Anderson, FWS, 
Galveston. 

In his opening remarks Mr. Dahlgren stated that the reason for Mr • .Anderson 
not being able to attend the Pensacola meeting was because he was on board 
the ALASKA, on its initial cruise. 

According to the Speaker, investigations by the scientific staff of the 
ALASKA will, in the course of time, determine the presence and seasonal 
or year 'round location of fishes known and thought to inhabit the offshore 
waters of the Gulf. It is understood that water samples will be taken to 
de~ermine the chemical composition of the water. 
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Through tl;le determination of the concentration of phosphorus, nitrogen, 
potaasium and iron, it is understood the scientists will be able to compare 
the waters or the Gulf' with other sea waters from which such data has 
previously been collected. Mr. Dahlgren explained that the degree of con­
c,entration of sea water is an indicator as to the abundance of fishes since 
the propagation of marine plant life depends upon the available nutrient 
salts 1 and that .. upon the abundance of marine plants was determined the 
concentration of marine animals upon whioh fishes feed. The speaker went 
,further to point out that experiments would extend to tides, currents, 
temperatures and other considerations which affect the habitat of the 
pelagic fishes. 

Mr. Dahlgren explained that shrimp and other bottom forms subsist largel7 
'On .,oil developed by tiny animals which feed on plants, adding that the 
ALAS·K.4 intended to make a survey ot mud oils on the bottom ot the Gulf, 
which determinations would give a clue to the distribution and range ot 
shrimp. 

Mr. Thomas 1 Chairman o£ the morning session, called upon Dr. 
J. Nelson Gowanloch, Chairman ot the Commission 1 s Committee to Correlate 
Research and Exploratory Data., to present an outline of the Committee's 
plan for cooperation between the several states in the matter of progres$-
1ng inshore research on the fin fishes. 

J>r. Gowanloch briefly reviewed the need for research on the inshore fin 
fishes v1hich prompted the Commission to adopt a resolution at the 
January 11th.12th Brownsville meeting. The speaker then explained how 
the scientific committee would allocate research among the several states 
in an etf ort 'to produce all desired information .relative to the species 
of particular interest to the commereial and sports fishermen, and in 
so doing reduce the amount of time and effort required for such investi­
gations by the several states •••••••• this plan, of course, hinging upon 
·favorable treatment by the state legislatures of the above mentioned 
resolution and approYal of the plan by the Commission and interested state 
conservation officials. 

Information gathered during the research activities, according to the 
speake~, could be accumulated, digested and published for the benefit of 
all interested parties by the Commission's headquarters office. Dr.Gowanloch 
pointed out that some data was already available for use by the scientists, 
and while the information was rather spotty, it could be of some. value f'or 
purposes ot comparison. 

As next guest speaker on the morning program, the Chairman called on 
Mr• Donald Y. Aska, DFA, New Orleans, for a scheduled presentation of 
defense fisheries activities in the Gulf area. 

-4-
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'Mr. Aska revi.$wed :the activiti$.S ot tHiDefense ;Fiskeri'.etf:·.Adm!nfstta•~dttj> · 
ai~ce its fo:Nnatton. }le stated th~t the. New, Orleal,l~- Office had\JfEJitr · 
es,,l;)l;l.shed for such a· short -time it was not possible to prese•i'' 'an ·ex•; 
t•n~ive prQg~ess report concerning his assigned terr:ltory. 'He briefly 
tr·ea'tied of the formation of. DFA, stating that the opera·tions of the 
Administration were so closely interrelated to thE)-~ork of· the Fish.and 
Wildlife Service, the former . mentioned organizatiql); had .drawn' he.a'.'1$J:y 
upon FWS for its dir·eotorate and operating ot£~'1als. Of'f;;c~s already 
established ?rere named, und the. speaker sai4:'··~>.i·C>ffice t.of\3acksonvillel · 
Florida, which would s~rve all of Florida and the .South .. 4tlantic States,·1 
had been authorized and. would b9 ao\ivat;ed :a,a jioon as ftind_s became · ··, 
available. 

With reterence to the mission of DFA, the a.peake:r eiiea it·s bas:i:e pnrpose 
as· being that of ~uring the continu.~d productivity ot the fishing -in~ 
clustry in· this coU11try, during the, ·c:u-r.ent enrergency,,. throqgh ·f'Uriotioning 
as a claimant agency tor th'I f'.:kf:fbing iAdiist:rr· In. ••tt:e~s.: i-elatug: to 
ma\t.ertals. Mr. Aska to'ld of s"'ve~s ·whi~ wel.9:e tiJiC'.eomp1i$h~ed in !'ebruary· 
am March t·o provide NP.& wiih po&sibl,e material :requirements necessary to· 
'\he ~aintenanee or current. 'levels of production in the fisheries of the 
a•tion. incl:tding those ot tba ~f of.Mexico_, le told .of an industry 
advisory c'cmrnittee having been ·formed. 'l'he speaker expla1Ged that while 
It(> provision had been made to'!! new construetio~ 'Of. S./llf fdrd),;" ·aa etr-ort 
would· be made through the allocating ot. mater1aXs to . ma11't·aJllt e~is'°bg 
equipment• He stated that regulations with regard. to a$1ocatian:~ vtould 'Se 
issued from time to time and that tnia and .. other intorrnatielll of inte·rest to 
th~ industry would appear in· FWS Mark~t News ·reports,. sucl,l reports being 
availa'ble to aeyone upon request. That DF4. would · s·erve . in an advisory 
capacity on manpower matters affecting the fisherie·s was pointed out by 
the. _sp~aker·. · 

0 onoerning the matter of the alle>cation (';)f funds . for. the operation of. 
DFA, Mr. Aska pointed out that the appropriatione committees' of the 
House and .Senate had in the week previo~~- recommended only a small portion 
of the funds requested by DFA for its operation during t:be final three · 
months of the eurrent fiscal ye-.r, and that futtµ'e activities of DF4 would 
d.epen~ 11pon action of the :Congress. 

Next ,on the agenda. was the sho~~g of·· the sound and oo1or·ed film, 
1.t'fhe :Story .of Menhaden". The picture: XJ>resented the operaM.on of the industry 
from the time the schools of menhaden. a:re cited through the reduction of the 
fishes to meal,·· ·oil and solubles. The -:p~cture. drew much favorable comment.· 

The :Chairman welcomed Mr.. David l{. Wallace, Director of the Oyster 
Institute of North America, on· the occasion ot his first visit to .the Gulf 
'Coast and called upon him to tell of the activities ot the Institute. 
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Mr. Wallace told of the mission of the Institute in line with the overall 
development of the oyst~r industry in the United States, including the 
fostering of programs relating to biological research, technological in­
vestigations, economic·surveys and other activities such as sales promotion 
and the dissemination of information to the industry. The speaker gave a 
detailed accounting of the rehabilitation program now being administered in 
Chesapeake Bay and of the satisfying results being obtained through the 
concentrated efforts or all interested segments of the industry drawing upon 
that very productive area. In concluding, Mr. Wallace extended a welcome to 
all to attend the National meeting of the Institute to be held at the Statler 
Hotel, Washington, D. C., August 13-16, 1951. 

To complete the morning session, the Chairman introduced the Commission 
Secretary, Mr. Dudley Gunn, to lead a panel discussion on subjects presented 

_ earlier in the program. 

The discussion leader announced that all subj ec_ts would be taken in the 
order pre$ented on the program and opened the discussion period tor questions 
and comments on the exploratory fishing program. 

Answering Mr. McConnell's inquiry if FVlS intended to make films or slides 
showing new types of gear to be developed, Mr. Springer stated that the 
exploratory fishing section did anticipate- the preparation of slides and 
drawings, the latter to be made available. in pamphlet form. 

The next two subjects presented for discussion, one concerning research 
investigations to. be conducted by the scientists on the vessel ALASKA, and 
as presented by Mr. Dahlgren; and the presentation by Dr. Gowanloch ot a 
suggested plan for interstate cooperation in the matter of inshore f:in fishes 
research, apparently had been so well covered by the speakers, no questions 
were forthcoming. 

Presenting for discussion the subject of DFA activities on the Gulf, 
Mr. Wegmann inquired of Mr. Aska if he thought industry could be of assist­
ance- in the procurement of the necessary funds for the operation of DFA, to 
which the latter replied it was possible that industry could help. Mr. Wegmann 
said that NFI had sent a resolution to Congress requesting that funds be 
appropriated for the continuation ot the work of DFA, and suggested that 
letters :from state representatives and industry be sent to Congressmen. 
Mr. McConnell suggested that the Commission give consideration to the adoption 
of a resolution urging the Congressional Deleg~tion of the Gulf States to 
support legislation designed to provide adequate funds for furtherance ot 
DFA activities. The Chairman appointed Mr. Harris, Miss Schulman and 
Mr. Bickerstaff on a -resolutions committee to consider possible recommenda­
tions relative to Mr. McConnell's suggestion and called for a report at the 
Friday executive session. 

No questions were forthcoming relative to the activitie·s of the Oyster In• 
stitute of North America, which subject had been presented by Mr. Wallace. 

(M-11 51051) 
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Coming up next for consideration was the.subject of menhaden, principally 
the .use of the purse seine in the prosecution of the fishery. The discussion 
was participated in by a number of the·conferees. The substance of the dis­
cussion was that the taking of menhaden in waters designated by the seaboard 
states was not to the detriment of any of the other fisheries, partioUlarly 
those fisheries of primary interest to the sportsman. 

(rhe brevity of the discussion period was undoubtedly attributable to the 
morning session having progressed considerably beyond the time originally 
planned for adjournment, time having been taken out to listen to the address 
of General Douglas MacArthur before the Congress). · 

Mr. Thomas expressed the gratitude of the Commissioners for the ex• 
cellent ~pers presented and the fine attendance at the morning session and 
urged all conferees to attend the afternoon session at the FWS Pensacola 
Laboratory. The morning session was adjourned at 1:05 p.m. 

******** 

The afternoon session (April 19th), scheduled to be held at the 
Pensacola Oyster Laboratory, was called to order by Commission Chairman, 
Mr. Bert E. Thomas, at 3:00 p.m. and Dr. ,fhilip A. Butler, Chief, FWS, Gulf 
Oyster Investigations was introduced. 

Dr. Butler acquainted the Commissioners and their guests.with the program 
underway at the Laboratory throUgh the showing or experimental work being 
conducted both within and outside the Laboratory. It was Dr. Butler's 
expressed belief that heredity and environment are highly important in 
oyster culture. Examples of oysters of known and unknown parentage were 
shown and their different characteristics pointed out. Biological diffi­
culties encountered in oyster culture were explained by examples as well as 
were techniques employed in the investigations • Mr. McConnell led a dis­
cussion period and many questions were answered by Dr. Butler. Mr. Wallace 
made some interesting observations relative to the oyster industry in 
general and told of activities of·the states bordering Chesapeake Bar in 
the development and proper utilization of. the oyster fishery in those 
waters. 

The session was a~journed at 4:45 p.m. 

-7-
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EXECUTID Sl'SSlON 

Friday, April 20, :ig;a 

Messrs. c.· M. Carriere, Mew Orleans; Jame.s·. MC.fhillips 1 Mobile; am 
L. Vi. Strasburger, New Orleans, were invited by the Chairmanr llpon their 
request, to speak eA i>h-e subject or shrimp imports. Mr. A. J. \Yagma.rm wa$ 
also asked. to sit' in at the opening part. ot the executive session •.. Messrs • 

. · C~J!!l'iere· and McPhilaips . spoke in. t~vo~. ot a tariff' beil!lg $pplied o~ shrimp 
. ,, ... :fi~pO'rts mile .Mr• -S~rasb~ger.: :.exFess~. belief that iShrimj> imports .. should 

·.-. ... ·hot be limited either through in1p6altlot( or a quota .or a t.aritt. 
l, ,.i;.·... ,.... • • . ··~.. " • . 

The ma;t~.er or iraport's '1as d~;~~~;ed'.~;g.t:' ~~nside'rable leng\n., ·ibu-ing which · 
peri«>d the •onomic well-being of· '.tpe;:. •ust17 (past, pres-eat and antlci-

.. pated future} was brought ou~_,, .. as well ~s matters 2'elating· t.o international 
relatiouhip. Dr. Chapman contributed some pertine.tlt oft-the-record ,ifl• 
rorma.t1.a1b · 

The closed sessi.on began immediately (11:15 a.m.) atte.r Messn. ,Gqirie:re., 
McFhillips, Strasburger and Wegmann excused themselves. 

The Chairman entertained motion that the readi~ or the minutes ot tbe 
last ,meeting (Brownsville, Texas, January 11-12, 1951) be dispensed with and 
approved in the form prepared ana·rorwarded by·the.Secretary following that 
eonterenoe. Mr. Hendry made such a. motion, which was seconded by Mr. Gautier, 
and upon vote the motion was pa,s·sed by each state. 

The Secretary read a financial report, which report is first attached 
·'$0 these minutes. Upon motion or Mr. Gautier, seconded by Mr. Vathis, the 
,fl~·$1ion unanimously accepteQ; the :rei»rt as pr~~ented. 

},, 

,Colonel Kurtz was recognized by the Chairman end expressed l1iS beUet 
. ~1the Qommission should strive· t,o have all states work tosethier tor the 

·· · ·.t# · g.ood. ·Following a brief discusit:>n period . relative~ to reciproeal 
· --· ents, ·Mr •. Thomas called 1,lpon the Secretary-Treasurer tor a status 

~t~ involving reciprocal ~greaiaents. The report is second attached to 
t-ese minutes. 

The Chairman called upon Mr. Harris, Chairman of the res·oluti.ons 
committee appointed at Thursday• s session, for a report on tl·J:e ·comrn!:ttee1• 

decision as to suggested Commission action relative to requesting that turlds 
be appropriated by Congress tor the ~er~tion of DFA tor the remaita4• ·et 
the· 1'ederal f'iacal year (to 7r.ir51) • 



( 

Mr. Harris stated the committee had met and discussed the desirability of 
Commission action at considerable length. It was the decision of the resolu• 
tions committee that the Commission take no actiori in the matter at the 
present time. Mr. Harris said the resolutions committee, all being members 
or the Commission's legal committee, was of the unanimous opinion that the 
Commission had not been given the authority by Congress to make such 
recommendations to that body as that under consideration, or others which 
did not pertain directly to promoting the better ut.ilization of the fisheries 
of the Gulf Seaboard by developing joint programs for the promotion and pro• 
tection of such fisheries and the prevention of the physical waste of the 
fisheries. Following a discussion period, the Secretary was instructed to 
continue gathering information relative to DFA activities and to keep the 
Commissioners fully informed. 

,, 

. Opening the question of further Commission participation in the matter 
of shrimp importations, Mr. McConnell (proxy fo:r Messrs. Clements and 
Grizzaffi) urged consideration of the adoption of a resolution by the Commis• 
sion changing the Brownsville adopted shrimp imports quota resolution to that 
of an imports tariff resolution, and additionally, that effort be made·to 
secure the assistance of the Atlantic and Pacific Commissions in presenting 
the matter to the Congress. 

Mr. Harris stated that the resolution committee was of the opinion that the 
resolution adopted at Brownsville relative to shrimp quotas being imposed 
should not be changed to request the Gulf States Congressional Delegation to 
consider a tariff instead of the original request for a quota. · 

In a generally partic:tpated-in discussion which followed, the consensus ot 
opinion, as summarized by Mr. Johnst,on, appeared to be that since the in• 
formation at hand on the subject was incomplete, and since it was not known 
just what retribution measures may be taken if a tariff' was imposed, as.well 
as not being fully informed as to the policy of' the u. S. Government, or how 
the tariff would be administered, the matter should be deferred until such 
time as fuller particulars were available. Mr. Johnston moved that the 
Commission postpone a decision as to further action until the next regularly 
scheduled meeting, and in the meanwhile that a committee be appointed to 
gather all pertinent information necessary.to the_ preparation of a tariff 
resolution for presentation for the Commissioners' consideration. · · 
Mr. McConnell seconded the motion. When put to a vote by states, the motion 
unanimously carried.. The Chairman appointed Mr. Harris, Miss -Schulman, · 
and Messrs. Bickerstaff and Cain to serve on the Committee, and stated the 
Secretary would assist the committee. 

Mr. Thomas called upon Dr. Gowanloch f'or a report on shrimp investi­
gations, to which the latter responded that the scientific committee had 
nothing to add to their original recommendations concerning uniform shrimp 
regulations. 

-9-
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Continuing on the subject, shrimp.recommendations, which have been under 
considei.ation·tor the past two meetinga,·or since last October· 19-20, 
the Chairman called upon the Secretary for a status re.port. The report 
is thil!d attached to these minutes. 

In a di"Scussion which followed, it appeared a majority of the Commissioners" 
were in·ravor of preparing the recommendations in the form of a resolutioh 
tor subinitting same to the several state Governors and the Legislatures, 
in the i'orm originally presented by the scientists, with request that the 
regulations be enacted into law• It was pointed out by Mr. Johnston that 
the Commissionls duty was to recommend the enactment of fishery laws 
based on scientific fact, that political·considerations were not the duty 
ot the Commission but that of the State Governments. Mr. Vathis expressed 
himself as favoring passage of the regulations. Colonel Kurtz said he did 
not·believe all_states were in accord with everything suggested by the 
biologist~ but that the recommendations should be submitted to the several 
states ae origin.ally set .out by the biologists and that the states could 
accord the recommendations such legislative treatment as desired. 

Colon~l Kurtz moved for.adoption of the recommendations as prepared by the 
biologists. The original · recomµiendations are last attached to the$e 
minu;t,es. Mr. Hendry seconded the motion. Mr. McConnell stated Louisiana 
co~d not go along with the recommendations peing presented as suggested 
by Colonel Kurtz and Mr. Vathis. Upon a vote by states, Alabama, Florida, 
Mississippi and Texas voted in the affirmative and Louisiana voted negatively. 

The subject remained open for discussion. Mr. Bickerst.atf suggested that 
the recommendations be submitted to the respective legislatures for their 
study and consideration rather ·than being submitted on a·bas:t.s that they 
be enacted into law• Mr. Johnston suggest.ed the recommendations be sub• 
mitted only to the State Legislators and-State Marine Fisheries Adminis• 
trators, and in the light as suggested by Mr. Bickerstaff. 

Mr. McConnell said he would be agreeable it the recommendations were 
presented as outlined by Messrs. Bickerstaff and Johnston. The Chairman 
then called for another vot-e on the subject and all states were in. agree• 
ment. 

Mr. Gautier moved that the Secretar.y be ~nstructed.to draft a resolu• 
tion e:xpressing the thanks ot the c·ommissioners to Messrs, Taylor and 
Wells of the industry at Fensac·ola, and to Mr. Vathis, for the entertain• 
ment provided during the Pensacola Meeting. Mr. Hendry seconded the motion 
and all states voted favorably. The resolution is fourth attached to 
these minutes. 

Mr. Hendry reviewed the ·work which had been done by_ the Florida 
Board of Conservation·' s centract btological research agency, the University 
ot Miami Marine Laboratory, emphasizing the assistance furnished the 

(M·ll 510Sl) 
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Gulf States Marine Fisheries Commission through th,e Laboratory's staff members 
attending meetings and furnishing biological data relative to the Florida 
fisheries. He also mentioned that the Laboratory was assisting the u·. S. 
Fish & Wildlife Service in experimental work designed to develop fishing 
net preservatives and was currently accumulating landing reports from the 
Florida fishing industry and preparing same for monthly publication by the 
Fish & Wildlite Service. Mr. Hendry moved that the Commission acknowledge 
the work of' the Marine Laboratory in the f'orm of a resolution. Mr. McConnell 
seconded the motion and upon vote by etates, the resolution was approved. 
This resolution is fifth attached to these-minutes. 

The Chairman stated, if the rotation plan for meetings was to be 
continued, the annual meeting would be held in Mississippi. He also stated 
that, per current directive, the meeting would occur on the third Thursday 
and Friday in o.ctober, which would be .October 18-19, 1951. All agreed the 
meeti·ng should be held in Mississippi~ The delegation from that state 
suggested the Buena Vista Hotel at Biloxi be tbe meeting place, t.o which 
all were in agreement. Mr. Thomas instructed the Secretary to make 
necessary arrangements with the management of the Buona Vista. 

With.no response forthcoming µ.pon a call for other business, the 
Chairman adjourned the. executive session, and the Pensacola, _ _li'lorida 
Meeting at 12:55 p.m. April 20 1 1951 •. 

'------Secretary-Treasurer 

WDG:esh 

-11-
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QUI.F STATES MARINE FISHERIES COMMISSION 

FINANC !AL STJiTEMENT 
As of March 31, 1951 

BANK BALANCE, .PER STATEMENT MARCH 31, 1951 •••••••••••••••$ 7,S47.6S 

PETTY CASH ON HAND, INCLUDING STAMPS ••••••.••. .- •••• •,• •• ,... 19 .58 

$ 7,867~26 

UNPAID CHECKS ISSUED •••••••••••••• • .$ 94 .35 

WITHHOLDING TAX UNPAID •••••••••••••• 274.90 

UN.PAID BILIS ••••••••••••••••••• , • • • • 0 
369.25 

TRUE BALANCE.. • .. .. • • • • .. • • $ 7 ,428. 01 

DUE FROM MEMBER ST.ATES ••••••••• ·••• $ 5 ,ooo.bo 

(.M-11 51051) 
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REPORT - RECIPROCAL AGREEMENTS - SECRETARY 

(4-17-51) 

The resolution involving reciprocal agreements was distributed 
to the Governors and Legislatures of the several states as dirocted. Acknowledg• 
ments of receipt of the resolution have been made by the interested states. The 
present status of reciprocal agreements among the Gulf States is as follows: 

Alabama and Florida have a rec~procal agreement concerning shrimp. 

Louisiana and Mississippi have a reciprocal agreement concerning shrimp. 

Alabama and Mississippi h~ve engaged in preliminary discussions involving 
reciprocal agreements covering shrimp and fin fishes. · 

The Alabama Conservation Department already has the authority to make 
reciprocal agreements concerning fish and shell fish. 

The; Mississippi Seafood Commission has authority vested in it to consummate 
reciprocal agreements on shrimp. The last information I have had is that a 
bill will be introduced in the Mississippi Legislature, meeting in January 1952, 
requesting that the Mississippi Seafood Commission's authority be extended to 
include fishes other than shrimp. 

The Alabama Legislature, meeting in May 1951, will be requested to set non• 
resident license fees to be the same as resident fishermen of that state. 

Tbe favorable action of the mentioned Alabama .and Mississippi Legislatures 
may lead to a reciprocal agreement between those two states. · 

I am informed that the Florida Legislature will be asked to extend the 
aut~ority of the Board of Conservation of that state to enter into reciprocal 
fishery agreements other than shrimp. It ia a little early yet to know what 
action will be taken in th~ State of Louisiana since their Legislature does 
not meet until May of 1952, but it does seem possible that the Legislature 
of that state might be favorable to granting authority for reciprocal ~gree• 
ments permitting the landing of fin and shell fishes when such catches are 
made in international waters. 

The State of Texas n~w has a law which states, in effect, that a boat 
from any state may fish in its waters, having the same privileges accorded 
resident fishermen of that state, with the payment of an annual boat license 
of $6.00 apd $J.OO per fisherman on the boat plus $15.00 trawl license. It is 
the feeling of the Texas Game, Fish & Oyster Commission that since this la1111 
is now in effect, and since it will in all likelihood not be changed because 
of certain decisions which have been rendered by the Federal Courts, it is 
unnecessary that the Texas Game, Fish & Oyster Commission request consideration 
of legislation permitting reciprocal agreements. 



\, REPORT - l!NIFORM SHRIMP REGULATION§ ~ SECREI'ARY 

(4-16-51) 

The matter of developing unif'orm shrimp regulations tor· the GQ.l.i' States 
has been ~iscussed at a number oi' Commission meetings, the first being at 
Tampa in January oi' 1950. The matter was discuss.ad again at Biloxi in April 
of last fear. Further discussion was heard at Mobile in July 1950. It was 
at the Mobile meeting that the Commission 1 s Committee to Correlate Research 
and Exploratory Data, together with Messrs. Anderson and Lindner of u. S. 
Fish & Wild}.ife Service, were asked to meet and draft uniform shrimp regu• 
lations for the Gulf·. They met in New Orleans in August of last year. These 

, suggested regulations were discussed both by the Commission and industry at 
the annual meeting in New Orleans in October, and it was decided by the 
Comm~ssion that further study of the suggested laws was needed. 

Following the annual meeting approximately 800 copies of the suggested 
regulations were furnished to industry of the five states tor their study 
and comment. The subject again came up at the Brownsville meeting in 
January of this year. The subject was fully discussed at the ·Brownsville 
meeting, with industry partic!pating, and it ,as decided that further study 
was still needed. It was suggested that the Commission State Delegations 
'hold meetings with interested organizations within their states. Due to 
commitments on the part of members of the State Delegations, it was not 
possible to schedule meetings with industrr of the various states, 

Should the Commission recommend to the Governors and Legislatures of 
the several states enactment of the regulations into law in their present 
form, it seems, judging from discussions -vvhich have been had, the encounter• 
ing of legislative difficulties on~ · 

Closed seasons. 
Defining of inside & outside waters. 
Per pound count. 

Legislative diti'iculties probably would not be encountered on: 

No trawl or mesh size limitations. 
Permitting heading on ground. 
Allowing night sh~imping in all waters during 

open season. 
Revision of bait fishing regulations. 

The commercif:ll industry favors the tightening of bait fishing regula_tions, 
however, it should be remembered the Commission has not heard from ·that 
segment of the industry engaged in gathering shrimp as bait for sports 
fishing; alsoj the Commission does not have the sportsman's point of view. 
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. ' . ~A RESOLUTION 

WHEREAS.,. Th.e Gulf States Marine F·~sheries Commission 

met in regular· session( at, the San earlos Hotel, April· 19th and 

20th, 1951, in the .. C-ity of Pensacola, Florida; and 

WHEREAS, the sojourn of the Commissioners and their 

guests while in Pensacola was made extremely delightful due to 

the many courtesies extended; and 

WHEREAS, the Commissioners wish that their deep 

gratitude for the very warm hospitality extended be properly 

acknowledged; now 

Therefore, 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Commissioners .express in the 

form of a resolution their most sincere appreciation to 

Mr. George Vathis for the welcoming party at the San Carlos 

Hotel on the evening of April 18th; to Mr. Francis W. Taylor and 

to Mr. Frank E. Wells, Jr. for the very lovely fellowship hour at 

the Pensacola Yacht Club on the evening of April 19th, and to 

Mrs. Francis w. Taylor, Mrs. Frank E. Wells and Miss Isabel Taylor 

for motoring the ladies to the many point~ of historic interest 

and scenic beauty in and around the City of fensacola. 

* * * * * *'* *'* * 

The foregoing is a copy of a resolution adopted by the Gulf States 
Marine Fisheries Commission, April 20, 1951, at a regular 
Commission meeting held at the San Carlos Hotel in the City of 
Pensacola, Florida. 

WD~. 
Secretary-Treasurer 
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A RESOLUTION 

WHEREAS, the Gulf' States Marine Fisheries Com.lllission, being a 
compact of the five Gulf States, has as its purpose the better utilization 
of the marine fisheries of the seaboard of the Gulf of Mexico, by the 
development of a joint program for the promotion and protection of such 
fisheries and the prevention of the physical waste of the fisheries from 
any cause, and, 

WHEP~, the Gulf States Marine Fisheries Commission has received 
valuable assistance from members of its scientific committee in studying 
problems affecting the fisheries of the coastal waters, and, 

. . WHEREAS,. the directorate and staff of~ the Marine Lab~ratory of 
the University of Miami has beeh particularly helpful to the ,Cotnmission 
in supplying scientific data concerning various of the fin t:i.#d shell 
fi~hes '· co~on to; :the wa~ert3 of the. co~pa~ted states, and acid:i.tionally1 
aided tHe tr~ S• rish and Wildlif'e Service, primary research agency of · 
the Commission, in the compilation of catch statistics for the $tate of 
Florida, which procedure is essential to the determination df fishery 
populations and their perpetuation, and, is further assisting in the 
overall program for the Gulf through developing preservatives for fish• 
ing gear, now, 

Therefore, 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Gulf States Marine Fisheries Commission 
acknowledges, through the medium of a resolution, its deep appreciation 
for the splendid work being accomplished by the University of Miami 
Marine Laboratory through its Director, Dr. F. G. Walton Smith and 
Research Associates, Drs. Clarence P. Idyll and Louis R. Revis, and others, 
who have given so generously of their time and knowledge at Commission 
meetings, and in performing laboratory and field experimentation con­
sidered essential to the accomplishment of the prescribed mission of the 
Gulf States compact. 

********** 

The foregoing is a copy of a resolution unanimously adopted by the Gulf 
States Marine Fisheries Commission at a regular Conunission meeting held 
at the San Carlos Hotel in the City of Pensacola, Florida, April 19-20, 
1951. 
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RECOIIJill/lElIDATIONS FOR THE REGULATION OF THE SHRilfiP FISHERY OF THE GULF OF MEXICO 
SUBMITTED BY THE SCIENTIFIC ADVISORY COMMITTEE OF THE GlJlll· STATES MARINE FISHERIES 
COMMISSION. 

The recommendations that follow are based upon present knowledge of the shrimp 
and the shrimp fishery. Future developments may require revision of these 
recommendations. The purpose of the recommendations is to obtain the maximum 
poundage of shrimp from each year's crop without unduly hampering the industry. 

We base these recommendations on the knowledge that it is not necessary to protect 
the spawning stock and we assume that it is advantageous to protect the small 
shrimp.· 

Vfuile most of our knowledge is based upon research on tho common shrimp, Penaeus 
setiferus, wo have no reason to believe at this timo that suggostod regulations 
will not apply equally well to the groovod shrimp, .Pena1us a.ztecus and .Penaeus 
du.Q!ilrum. 

The following facts concerning the life history of the common shrimp we consider 
to be fundamental for the framing of regulations of the fishery: 

1. Spawning occurs approximately from March through September in tho offshore 
waters. The eggs arc laid dj.rectly into tho water and arc not carried by 
the female. A female shrimp will lay botweon 500,000 and 1,000,000 eggs 
at a spawning. 

2. The eggs hatch within a f ow hours and the young shrimp arc carried by 
currents to the bays and estuaries which arc tho nursery grounds. 

3. On the nursery grounds during the summer the young shrimp grmv very rapidly, 
generally more than doubling their weight each month. 

4. As they increase in size they move to waters of h:!.gher salinity. In 
Louisiana, Mississippi, Alaba.oa nnd the west coast of Florida the young 
appear in abundance on the inside fishi.ng grounds by mid-June; in Texas by 
mid-July. 

5. Shortly after appearing in abundance on the inside fishing grounds the 
larger shrimp begin to ~ove to the outside wnters. Thereafter there is a. 
constant movement of these larger shrimp from the inside to the outside 
waters. 

6. With the approach of winter and the resultant lotvcring of water temperature 
this mcvement is speeded up. The result is that the larger shrimp have 
moved to the outside wators lcnving tho smaller shrimp in the inside waters. 
At tho same time the growth rate of the shrimp is appreciably decronsed due· 
to these lower tompGraturcs~ 

7. With the approach of spring and the resultant warming of tho waters the 
small shrimp which wintered over in the inside watars assume n very rapid 
rate of growth and soon catch up in size with thG enrlior spmmed indivi­
dunls. Concurrently they .move from the inside to the outside waters. In 
those outside vrators spmming takes place. At spawning those shrimp aro 
approximately one your old. Few if any survive to sparm. a St;cond year. 
Therefore for all practical purposes the common shrimp is an annual. 

Wo define inside waters to be nll waters landward of the thrco fothom line in the 
Gulf cf Mexico. Outside waters are all waters seaward fron tho throo fathom lino 
in the Gulf of Mexico. 

1 
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Closed Seasons 

Inside waters: 

The first closed season for inside waters should be, for the area east 
of the Louisiana-Texas boundary, to and including St. Marks, Florida, 
from June 15 to August 31. The closed season for the inside waters of 
Texas should be from July 15 to September 15. 

The second closed season for inside waters in all states should be from 
December 15 of one year to Narch 31 of the following year. 

The first closed season is suggested to protect the small shrimp during 
the period of their most rapid growth. The different season suggested 
for Texas waters results from the fact pointed out above that the 
young shrimp appear later in the inside waters of this area. 

The second closed season is suggested for the purpose of protecting the 
small shrimp that are wintering over in the inside waters. These shrimp 
produce the spring run. 

Outside waters: 

The outside waters should remain open to fishing in all states through­
out tho entire year •. 

,J 

Thero is at present no indication of D. relationship between tho number. 
of spawners and the resulting crop. At no season of the year do small 
individuals predominate in the shrimp population in outside waters. 

Size Limits 

We recommend no size limits and that those now in ef~ect be abolished. 

When a size lim:Lt is imposed the basic purpose of the regulation is defeated by 
culling. Shrimp smaller than the legal size which have been killed in the fishing 
operation are discarded. The closed seasons recommended above if strictly on-
f creed should provide adequate controls. While of no biological significance 
it is a fact that size limits are difficult to enforce.which further detracts 
from their usefulness. 

Night fishing should be permitted in all waters dlll:'ing open seasons. 

Whether a shrimp is caught during the; day or during the nigh~ the eff oct on the 
population is tho same. 

A ban on night fishing would almost eliminate the grooved shrimp fishery which 
~~has become of great importance and· has promise of considerable development. 

No limitations are suggested on size of trawls or mesh. 

We have no evidence th..~t trawling is harmful or beneficial to tho bottoms. The 
criticism that large trawls take an undue quantity of shrimp from the inside 
waters is not sound since it makes no difference to tho shrimp population whether 
or not tho shrimp arc caught by a large or a small trawl. Competition between 
uni ts of the fleet is an economic rather than n biological problem. Again we 
believe that the recommended closed seasons properly enforced should suffice for 
adequate control. 

The size of mesh used in a trawl does not control to any marked degree the size 
of shrimp caught, In any case, we have already stated that the size of shrimp 
caught during open seasons docs not neod to be controlled. 

- 2 -
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The data we have shows that no significant quantities of important commercial or 
sport fishes are taken in shrimp trawling operations. In order to permit the 
escape of the small numbers of important fish which are caught it would be 
necessary to increase the size of the mesh to an extent which would seriously 
decrease the ability of the trawl to catch shrimp. The value 0£ the shrimp 
caught by trawling operations is so vastly gr~ater than the value of the fish 
incidently caught that to curtail shrimping in order to prevent the capture of 
these fish would be unjustified. 

Heading of Shrimp on the· Grounds 

Thero is no necossity for prohibiting the heading of shrimp on the fishing grounds. 

Shrimp are oannabalistic, they will oat their fellows dead or alive. It is highly 
unlikely thnt the presence of shrimp heads on the bottom will cause live shrimp 
to avoid that area. Returning shrimp heads to the sea is replacing a portion of 
nutriont removed. 

Bait Fishing 

It is suggested that the shrimp bait fishery regulations be seriously reconsidered 
since there is much evidence of the abuse of this privilege. 

/s/ William W. Anderson 
Chie.f 1 Gulf Fisherios 
Investigations 
U. S. Fish & Wildlife Service 

/s/ C. P. Idyll 
Research Associate 
Marine laboratory 
University of Miami 

/s/ James Nelson Gowanloch 
Chief Biclogist 
Louisiana Depnrt~ent of 
Wildlif o and Fisheries 

SECRETARY'S NOTE: 

/s/ Milton J. Lindner 
Chier, Fishery Mission 
to Mexico 
u. s. Fish & Wildlife Service 

/s/ J. L. Baughman 
Chief Marine Biologist 
Texas Game, Fish & Oyster 
Comnission 

/ s/ Fr£.ncis X. Lueth 
Senior Biologist 
Marine Laboratory 
Alabama Departnont of Conservation 

Tho foregoing recommendations represent a true copy of tho original rocor..mendations 
adopted at a joint meeting cf Gulf States Marine Fisheries Commission attorneys 
and biologists, t.ogcther with biologists· of tho U. S. Fish o.nd Wildlife Service, 
as indicated, in special and executive session at tho Monteleone Hotel in the 
City of New Orleans, Louisiana, August lS, 1950. .. 

Ii \ l/ ·-· '···.· }-\-'··.. .-··-··· ... 
I
" {\ (l i_•, .... · ::· .- ' 
! i ; t } .... ~ 

j /"'" J CZ)~···"-·~· . .A~----- I 

Secr0ta~y•1:'rc~.~cr 
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··9:00 AM 

9:30 AM 

10:00 AM 

11:00 AM 

GUIF STATES MA.RINE FISH.'E:RlES COMMISSION 

Brownsville, Texas 
El Jardin Hotel 

January 11 (Thurs.day) and 12 (Friday) 1951 

ThurW.aY, J anuarY: 11.. 1921 

Regist:rat.io?l • 

Call ·to Order, Commission Chairman I Mr. Bert E. Thomas, Mobile, .Alaba~. 

Roll Call ot Commissioners and Introduction of Guests. 

WEI.COME, Mr. Howard D. Dodgen, Executive Secretary, Texas Game, Fish 
and Oyster Commission, Austin, Texa~. 

PLANS OF THE DEFENSE FISHERIES ADMINISTR,4TION,. Mr. R. T. Whiteleather, 
u. s. Fish and Wildlife Service, Washington, D, C. 

Series of 10 Minute ?,resentation·s; APPLICATION OF FROORA!E 
OF THE DEFENSE FISHERIES ADMINISTRATION TO GULF: 

EXPLORATORY ·COMMERCIAL FISHING, Mr. R. T. Whiteleather, 
U. $. Fieh and Wildlife Service, Washington, De C • 

TECHNOLOOICAL . RESEARCH,. Mr • H. E. Crowttu.~:r 1 
U'. s. Fish and Wildlife Service, Washing,to~ D11; c. 
MARINE BIOLOO:ECAL EESEARCH, .Mr.·· Will~!Xr·.W • Anderson, 
tr. s· •. Fish and 'Vildlife Service, .Galvest·on:, Texas •. ·. 

Panel Di~cussion: ffiOMOT ING DEFENSE· F!SHF!RJES PROOMMS THROUGH 
COORDIN.tiTED EFFORT o:f th'e, U. S. Fish and· Wild.lite Service, 
the Gulf' States Marine Fisheries C-ommission and·. Indust:ry-. 

Discussion Leader, Oommiss:ion V •Chairman,. ·Mr• Howard D •. Doigen1 
Austin, Texas. 

PycJ. 

Mr. A. J. V1'egmann1 Bag:Ule Seafood ·Company, 
New Orleans, Louisiana, 

lJb:s. Carlton Grawf'ord, Crawford Packing c·ompany1 
Palacios 1 Texa~, 

Mr. Virgil Versagg:t, Ve.rsagg:l Shrimp Company, 
Brownsville,. Texas, 

Mr. Norman Hoagland, u. s. Fish and·Wildlife Serv-ioe 1 
Pascagoula t Miss~seippi.1 and 

Me·ssrs• Whiteleather., Crowther an<il .Ande~son. 



I 

·c,··· .· .. 
'·":.·.·. 

'' ',~-

12:00 NQon Adjournment. 

12:05 PM· Committee Meetings: 

2:.30 P.M 

Committee t9 Correlate Resoa~ch.and ~pl.oratory Data, called by 
Dr. J. N. Govmnloch 

Committ~& to Correlate Fisheries laws, called by Mr. A. J. Harris 

Tour Of Brownsville Shrimp· Processing Plants. 
(Party to assemble lobby El Jani'in for prompt departure at 

appointed time -. 2 :.30 PM;.} · 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * 

9 :,30 AM . Panel Discus.a ion: SHRIMP H.EGULATIONS, 
( l. Mt. A. J. Harris, Loader. 

10:30 AM 

ll:30 AM 

11:40 AM 

Panel: Dr. J. N. Govmaloch, Mr •. F. X. Lueth, 
Dr. F. G. Walton Smith O:t-' Dr. C,. P. Idyll 
Mr.. J. L. Baughman and Mr. W. W. And ors.on. 

P@el Discussion: RECIPROC.AL AGREEMENTS 1 
Miss Ma.ry Schulman, Leader. 

Panel: Mr. A. J. Harris, Mr. Recc·e O. Bickorstarr,. 
Mr • .A.. S, Co.in, Miss Erma Baker. 

Adjournment. 

Cemrnission Ekecut:.tve Session. 



12:00 Noon 

2:00 P. M. 

2:30 P. M. 

3:00 P. M. 

3:30 P. M. 

.3:40 P. M. 

"EXPLORATORY FISHIN~'': 

"The Outlook for Gulf Commercial Fi"hing Explofations", 
Mr. A. W. Anderson, Chief, Branch of Commercial Fish­
eries, U·. S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Washington, 
D. C • 

"All in a Day's Fishing on the Oregon", Mr. Stewart 
Springer, Fishery Engineer in Charge, Exploratory 
Fishing and Gear Development Section, U. S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service, Washington, D. C. 

Lunch. 

"The Brazilian Shrimp Fishery off Key West", Dr. Cla~ 
ence P. Idyll, Research .Associate·, Marine Laboratory, 
University of Miami, Coral GaLJi~~, Florida. 

General Discussion~ 

"CATCH STATISTICS": 

"Catch Statistics and their Relationship to the Gulf 
Commercial Fisheries Explorations" 1 Mr. Charles H. 
Lyles, Statistical Section, u. s. Fish and Wild~ife 
Service, New Orleans, Louisiana. 

Ceneral Discussion. 

HFISHERIES LAWS": 

?\eport of Committee to Corr~late Fisheries Laws, 
Mr. A. Sidney Cain, Jr., Attorney, State of 
Louisiana, Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, 
New Orleans, Louisiana. 

General Discussion. 

Adjournment., 

Oommissioners' Caucas • 

Saturday, April 15, 1950 

Resume of Discussions at Commissioners' Caueas: 

(a) Gulf Biological Research Program, Dr. J. Nelson 
Gowanlooh. 
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GULF STATES MARINE FISHERIES COR~AISSION 
312 Audubon Building 

New Orleans 16, Louisiana 

MINUTES 
(Extract .of Transcript}. 

REGULA."!:l MEETING, JANUARY 11-12, 1951 
EL JARDW HOTEL1 BROWNSVILLE, TEXAS. 

OFFICIAL ATTENDANCE· OF COMMISSIONERS: 

ALABAMA: 

FLORIDA: 

LOUISIANA: 

MISSISSIPPI: 

TEXAS: 

STAFF; 

PRESENT ABSENT 

Bert E. Thomas (Chairman) Phillip J. Hamm 

George Vathis 
William J. Hendry 

E. J. Grizzaffi 

Hermes Gautier 
Louis Simmons 

Thomas A. Johnston III 

Bryant Patton 

Ernest s. Clements 
Leander H. Perez 

Walter J. Gex 

Howard D. Dodgen (Vice~Chairman) 
Lawrence A. Kurtz Jimmy .Phillips 

A. J. Harris, Jr. 
James N. McConnell 
J. L. Baughman 

(Proxy for Phillip J. Hamm) 
(Proxy for Ernest s. Clements) 
(Proxy for Howard D. Dodgen-
session 1/12/51) • 

W. Dudley Gunn, Secretary-'I1reasurer 

Q..OMMISSION COMMITTEE Mi~MBERS PRESENT 

J. Nelson Gowanloch, Francis X. Lueth, J. L. Baughman, C. P. Idyll (Proxy for 
F. G. Walton Smith), A. J. Harris, Jr., Mary Schulman. 

REPRESENTATIVES OF USF AND WL PRESENT 

R. T. Whiteleatherj H. E. Crowther, W. W. Anderson, Norman J. Haugland. 
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REPRESENTATIVES OF INDUSTR.Y AND O'J.1HERS PRESEI\1T 

H. L. Albey, Antoine Ala~io, Sydney yv. Buck, L. Philip Caillouet, A. B. 
Chauvin, Carlton Crawford, H. Morgan Daniel, B. J. Duplantis, w. L. Hardee, 
w. E. Kennon, E. M. Lapeyre, Jr., Ted R. Little, A. B. Lorino, Ruel.McDaniel, 
w. D. McMillan, G. W. McNeir, Eugene Olsen, G. L. Palmer, J. E. Sadler~ 
L. w. Strasburger, Adam ~. Smith, Robert E. Tompkins, Virgil Versaggi, 
Eugene Webster, A.J. Wegmann, Ray Steele, Ellen Daniel, Bascom Cox, Ii'. M. 
Daugherty, Jr.,William King, Eo D. McRae, Jr., Dewey W. Miles, S. H.Nichols, 
William G. 01Rear, Robert H. Parker, Ernest C. Simmons, Walter Wernett. 

The meeting was called to order at 10:15 AM Thursday, January .11, 
1951 with the Commission Chairman, Mr. Bert E. Thomas, presiding. 

The_ Secretary-Treasurer called the roll of Commissioners by States, 
following which all conferees vrere introduced. 

The Chairman presented Mr. Howard D. Dodgen, Commission Vice-Chair­
man, who officially welcomed tho Commissioners and their guests to the State 
of Texas. 

As first guest speaker, the Chairman introduced Mr. Richard T. 
Whiteleather, FWS, Washington, to speak on tho plans of th:; Defense Fisheries 
Administration. 

Mr. Whiteleather told of th0 formal establishing of th.J DFA, DecombJr 4,1951, 
and of the streamlined organization, composed of FWS officials,dosignated 
to carry forward the mission of that organization. The DFA programs will be 
to a mejor ext0nt a r~1cast of similar programs instituted in 1941, according 
to the speaker. Tho duties of the Administration will be many-fold, said 
the Washington official, including the dovoloping of gear and othGr fishing 
essentials as substitutes for mat ,:rials due to bo div~)rted in siz3ablo 
volumes to Dofonso roquiremonts. The l"<)duction of manpower required in 
the fishing oporation is said to b.J a DFA goal and ossontially is this re­
search programizod due to the anticipa"b.Jd cnll of tho Military upon the 
nation's pool of manpower. Continuing~ Mr. Whiteleather spoke of plans in 
the liaison fiold, particularly with such agencies as tho Quart3rmasto;r 
Corps. He spoke of production goals; of the continued effort of the FtVS 
in the normal duties of that f oderal agency and particularly of the continua­
tion of such functions as the compilation of statistical, marketing and 
other economic data basically necessary to the developing of production goals. 
The speaker also told of plans to estimate potential food supply; the in­
dustries 1 requirements for scarce material;1 and other considerations which 
could be valuable information as to the necessity of, and appr9priate levels 
of, price controls and rationing and for determining the desirability of 
fish allocation and concentration programs. 

It was understood to be one of the aims of DFA to endeavor to obtain for 
the industry an equitable $hare of materials, distributed where most urgent­
ly needed, after military requirements are met. Relative to the subject of 
manpower, Mro Whiteleather stated tho Administration has no power or 
authority as to deferments but suggJsted employers and employees may take 
individual cases before the appeal boards of the local interested draft 
boards. He also stated that the fishing industry had been listed as an 
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essential activity by the Department of Commerce for the guidance of the 
Department of Defense. In conclusion, the speaker suggrJsted that industry 
inform its elf of NPA regulations, which can be done by reading of bttll·atins 
available through the Departm3nt of Commerce. 

Mr. Whitel0ather continued at the speaker's table to inform the- con­
re;t.ees that no recasting is presantly planned in connection.with the current 
oxploratory fishing programs being ~arried on in the Gulf of Mexico. He 
said the uRs~GON will probably be called upon to do scouting work in lodating 
concentrations of fish, reporting the finds by radio to the fleets, and there­
by saving industry the expensive and time-consuming procedure otherwise 
associated with locating fish. The developing of gear, particularly sub· 
sti tute structural j.tems, will be stepped up, according to the speaker• 

The Chairman called upon Mr. H. E. Orowiher, technological authority of 
the FWS, Washing~on, to discuss the application of technology to a further­
ance of tha defense effort. 

Mr. Crowther explained general research is now being conducted on 
various species of fishes to determine the effects of freezing and extrGme 
heat on the chemical properties of prot-ain. Also important to the defense 
emergancy, said the speaker, is work being done in the field of dehydration. 
Important to an intensified emergency program, as concerns tha Gulf ar0a, 
Mr. Crowther suggested the possible use of trash fish, now being discarded, 
for fish meals. He also mentioned the desirability of determini11g the nu­
tritive value of Gulf' fish and fishery products; the developing of sub­
stitute materials for cans, wrappers and packages. Close liaison is expect­
ed to be maintained with the QMC and j.ndustry, said the speaker, so that 
problems of the Military relating to technology can be expeditiously solved. 

Mr. W. W. AndGrson, FINS Chief of Gulf Investigations, Galveston, was 
presented. Mr. Anderson statad he had no informe:-:i.tion at this tim3 which would 
alter the present program of biological research to b3 undertaken in tho 
spring by the vessel ,.1LASKA. 

For a panel discussion with refer0nce to Defense fisheries programs, 
Mr. Thomas introduced Mr. Howard Dodgen to lead the discussion pc~riod. 

The Discussion 10ad0r then prosentod the panel, including Messrs. A. J. 
Wegmann, Carlton Crawford, Virgil Versaggi, Norman Haugland, Richard 
Whiteleather, H. E. Crowth0r and 1.'f. W. And·arson. 

Proceeding with discussion: NJ!'. Wegmann, Bagille Seaford Company, Now Orloans, 
appoalod to industry, executive and fishermen alike, to develop teamwork and 
plan for the future. 

Mr. Crawford, Crawford Pncking Company, Palacios, stressed the necessity of 
government, labor, industry and the Commission pooling efforts in existing 
omerg::mcy. 

Mr. Versaggi, Vorsaggi Shrimp Company, Brownsville, emphasized the urgency 
of a united front in thG defonse end0avor. 
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Mr. Haugland, FWS, Pascagoula, pledged the continued and added effort of 
the v::Gor<P S crew in exploratory fishing. 

Mr. Whiteleather, FWS, Washington, passed out printed suggestions relative 
to s,ecuring of scarce items and asked industry to present related problems 
to DFA. 

Mr. Littl0, Texas Fishermen's Association, Rockport, praised the work of 
the Commission and pledged the support of Texas fishermen in defense 
measures. 

Mr• Baughman, Texas Game Fish & Oyster Commission biologist, Rockport, spoke 
of the lack of preparedness for emergencies in normal times, citing the 
abandonment of the war-born Texas shark industry following hostilities, as 
an example. 

?tr • .McMillan, Texas F:i.sh~rmen' s Association, speaking for labor in the 
fishing industry, expressed appr:3ciation for the work being accomplished 
by the Commission and stated industry could depend on the f:tshermen coming 
through in an emergency. 

Mr. Steele, National Fisher:l.es Institute, Washington, raferring to the 
fishing fleet as the nation's tirst line of defense, lauded the fi.shermen 
for their contributing :Ln the late war and said their efforts r3c-::;ived 
nati.on~wide r3cogni tion. 

Mr. Alario, representing the Jefferson Parish Fishermen's Assoc:iation of 
Louisiana, Westwego, pledged the best efforts of their association in the 
defense progr~m. 

Mr. Cox, Bro1rmsville attorney, complimented the Cornmiss5on on the movement 
to eliminate fishing barriers through reciprocal agreements. 

Mr. McNeir, Texas F1ishermen' s Assocfation, spoke of the crippl:i .. ng influence 
of state fish:i..ng barriors. 

Mr. Strasbut'ger, .8nvoidsen Shrimp, Inc. New Orleans, also a.poke of the 
desirability 6f the axchange among the several states of fJ.shing privileges. 

Mr. Gautier, Commissionel'.' from Mis~issippi, told of a survey being made by 
Tuna, Inc. Moss Point, to datermine amount of scrap fish h.dng thrown 
away and the feasibility of handling such fi.sh in th air reduction plant. 
He urged fishe:t·men to sell scrap fish caught incidental to shrimp trawling 
and sell at a'.nminal figure in ardor to encourage d.9velopn11;mt of such a 
new enterprise. 

In bringing the discussion pariod to a clos(~, Mr. DodgGn urged the 
closest of cooporation b;tween Fed3ral and State agenc:i es, tho Commission 
and the various se:_;ments of industry in all matters pertaining to the 
def~nse fisheries effort. 

Mr. Dodgen r3turned tha morning session to the Chairman, Mr. Bert 
Thomas, and with the calling of two committee meetings, scientists and 
attorneys, to immediately followadjournment,closed the session at 12:25 
PM. 
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Following a luncheon tendered the Commissioners and out-of-city guests 
by the Brownsville Chamber of Commerce and the Brownsville Shrimp Producers 
Association, a motorcade proceeded to, the Port of Brownsville to witness 
the handling of shrimp from ship-side unloading through the cleaning, pack­
ing, glazing and freezing operation at the port's processing facilities. 

Friday, January 12, 195* 

The Friday morning open session of the meeting was called to order by 
the Chairman, Mr. Bert E. Thomas at 10 o'clock. 

Following the introduction of guests not present at the Thursday 
session, the Chairman gave a resume of progress which had been made· in the 
study of shrimp ragulations, and following a distribution of certain 
recommendations prepared by the Commission scientists; introduced Mr.Harris 
of Alabama to lead a discussion period on the subject of uniform interstate 
regulations for the Gulf States. 

Mr. Harris briefly reviewed the suggestions offered by the biologists, asked 
the conferees to give serious consideration to the basic determinations 
outlined by the scientists, and pointed to the urgent need for educating 
the shrimp fishermen through the application of non-biological terminology 
in explaining the benefits to be derived by the institution of a biological 
approach to the matter of perpetuating the shrimp fisheries. He also cited 
the need for sound economic thinking in the matter of dav0loping all laws 
pertaining to the fisheries of the Gulf. 

Dr. Gowanlocli, Mr. Lueth, Dr. Idyll, Mr. Baughman and Mr. W. w. Anderson 
were called to form a panel. 

Dr. Gowanloch told the oonferees, as Chairman of the Commission Committee 
to Correlate Research and Exploratory Data, the Scientific Committee was 
not trying to impose their thinking on industry, that the biologists 
simply presentad conclusions, which were based on twenty years of solid 
work in the shrimp fish1~ries, for what they might be worth in the develop­
ing of shrimp regulations. 

Mr. Baughman explained that proper closed sGasons were necessary to the 
protection of immature shrimp, that with the closing a11d opening of the 
shrimping season at the propel" time size limits could be eliminated b3cause 
the shrimp would have had an opportunity to grow. He also mentioned that 
size limitations when enforced during periods when shrimping should not be 
allowed had caused the throwing-away of much immature shrimp. 

Mr. Baughman then briefly presented the reasons for the suggested dropping 
or laws preventing night fishing, the principal reasons being that· such 
laws were hindering the taking of the grooved species and that there was 
no biological basis for preventing the taking of shrimp during the dark 
hours. 

With regard to the heading of shrimp on the ground, the speaker said there 
is no reason for this procedure being disallowed, actually, he said, the 
operation was helpful in building of the nutrient content of the water. 
As a closing '\Jhought, Mr. Baughman stressed the need for examining the 
current regulations relative to the taking of shrimp for bait. 
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Mr • .Anderson said the recommendations were the best information in 
possession of the biologists at this time, and even though the conclusions 
were the result of some twenty years of research, the studies were con­
tinuing and the Commission would certainly be advi~ed if changes were 
found desirable in the future• 

Mr. Lueth said in Alabama 70-80 percent 'of the shrimp fishermen will go 
along with the recommendations as set out by the biologists. The percentage 
will be higher, he said, when more shrimpers are fully informed as to the 
background of thinking incorporated in the conclusions ot the biologists. 

Mr. Harris asked Dr. Idyll it he knew whether or not the Atlantic States 
had developed any recommendations relative to the shrimp fishery. Dr.Idyll 
said the south section ot the Atlantic Commission had discussed shrimp 
regulations but had not to present developed any recommendations of a uniform 
interstate character. Dr. Idyll continued and explained that the biologists 
in setting-out the recommendations thought in terms of poundage catch and 
not· individual catch. He pointed out that shrimp are an ann~l and that 
certain regulations applied to other fisheries were impractical from a 
standpoint of sound management in the shrimp fishery. Dr. Idyll said in 
conclusion that the suggested regulations were for the overall good of the 
industry and were the best that could be produced under the complex oircum• 
stances that exist. 

The discussion leader complimented industry on their participation in the 
study or proposed shrimp regulations at previous Commission meetings and 
called upon Mr. Carlton Crawford for his views. Speaking for a large part 
of the Texas industry, Mr • Crawford said they \Vere inclined to go along 
with the recommendations or the biologists 100%. 

Mr. Chauvin stated his views were his own and desired it be understood his 
expression of opinions were not those of the industry in Louisiana. Con­
tinuing, Mr. Chauvin stated he did not think the Louisiana industry would 
go along 100% with the suggested recommendations in their present form. He 
said total tonnage production of shrimp in Louisiana has_ i1ot declined but 
the average tonnage per boat has declined. The speaker said he thought 
the small fisherman who operates inshore would be seriously hurt if the 
shrimping season were to be shortened, as suggested. Mr. Chauvin thinks a 
size limit should be placed on shrimp during closed season if shrimping is 
to be allowed at all times of the year. in waters seaward ot the three fathom 
line in the Gulf of Mexico. The speaker stated there existed in Louisiana 
very heavy inshore fishing which other states did not have. In concluding, 
Mr. Chauvin said he was interested in working along with the Commission in 
arriving at regulations which would be of uniform nature and satisfactory 
to all concerned. 

Mr. Antoine Alario, speaking for the Jefferson Parish (Louisiana) Fisher­
men• a Association, and for himself as a small boat operator 1 said his 
Association favors summer closed season terminating the 3rd Monday in 
August instead of August 31st, as suggested in the recommendations. He 
said the winter closed season per biologists' suggestion of December 15th 
of one year to March 31st of the following year was satisfactory with those 
he represented. Mr. Alario said his organization favored a size limit on 
shrimp and mentioned 68 as desirable •••••• not smaller. 
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Mr. McNeir, Texas Fishermen's Associat~on, said a great many of their 
members did not want size limit abolished. He suggested a 50 count 
preferable to 65. Mr. McNeir also said the Association favored "inside" 
waters being defined as from beach ill and outside waters from beach out. 
In this connection,. the speaker pointed out that the 3 fathom mark was 
only about 1/4 mile off shore at Brownsville but approximately l! miles 
off shore at Galveston. A definition for inside and outside waters, as 
suggested by Mr. McNeir, would, according to the Association's thinking, 
be better for the small boat fisherman. 

Mr. Strasburger, Envoldsen Shrimp, Inc., speaking as a biologist, 
praised the scientists for their fine work in preparing the recommenda• 
tions. Speaking as a representative of industry, the speaker said he 
thought the inside waters should not be closed December 15th but earlier. 
He said he had observed that thousands of barrels of small and immature 
shrimp are caught and marketed, especially in Louisiana, earlier in the· 
year, beginning the last of November. Ha is of the belief if the winter 
season were to be closed December 1st more large shrimp would result 'in 
the spring; however, the speaker added, this may not be economically 
.feasible. The same may possibly hold for a June closing, said Mr. 
Strasburger. J:n conclusion, the speaker called upon all segments of 
the industry in all states to arrive at recommendations which would 
prove for the overall good• 

Mr. Wegmann, speaking lastly on the.panel, pointed to different conditions 
existing in each of the states and said it would be necessary to reach 
a compromise settlement before uniform interstate rr:~gulations could be 
perfected; however, he added, he believed such compromises as nec·essary 
could be affected. Referring to closed season, Mr. Wegmann thinks. the 
differences of opinion can be effectively compromised. On the subject 
of bait fishing, the speaker urged the recommending of statutes which 
would prevent abuse of the privilege as to size limit. Mr. Wegmann 
said that the matter could rest with the several states. If in the 
open seasons shrimp were being taken which did not come up to the size 
limit, it should be up to the Department in charge in that state to 

- immediately close those waters until such time as the shrimp grew to 
specifica~ions. 

Mr. McMillan, Texas Fishermen's Association, said he believed the fish­
ing industry of Texas would be opposed to the summer closed season, as 
suggested for inside water, if the definition of inside waters were not 
changed from that stated in the recommendations. He said, the fisher­
men of Texas would vigorously object to the closing of any waters which 
are now considered outside waters. 

Mr. Vathis, Acting Sess:ton Chairman, thanked Mr. Harris and 
members of the panel, then introduced Miss Mary Schulman to lead a dis­
cussion period on the subject of reciprocal agreements. 
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By way of preliminary remarks, Mias Schulman said Florida now has reciprocal 
shrimp fishing agreements with Alabama, Georgia and North and South Carolina. 
Such agreements were said to all be the same, with each state treating out­
of-state shrimp fishermen as they would treat resident fishermen. The 
Florida State Board of Conservation has at this time authority to enter 
only into reciprocal agreements involving shrimp, according to the speaker, 
but it is hoped the Florida Legislature, meeting in April 1951, will broaden 
the powers of the Board to include other fisheries. Prior to opening the 
reciprocal agreements session to general discussion, Miss Schulman told of 
the proposed new salt water fishing code which will be introduced into the 
1951 Florida Legislature, following a meeting of membars of the Senate, 

· House and Industry, which code is designed to repeal all local bills exist­
ing in the various counties and completely revise the conservation laws. 

Mr. Wegmann was recognized and said he was of. the opinion state barriers 
should be eliminated. Mr. Wegmann clarified his statement by saying he 
meant to imply that he thought all compacted states' fishermen should be 
allowed, with the payment or the license or that stat,e' to come into port 
and unload fish or shrimp take:n in water outside the states' boundaries, 
but he did not mean out-of-state fishermen should be allowed the same fish­
ing privileges in any state a~ the state accorded its resident fishermen. 

Mr. Gautier said he thought all waters should be open to fishermen of any 
state with the paying of the same license assessed resident fishermen. 
With reference to the $2,500.00 annual license imposed on non-resident 
boats by Mississippi, Mr. Gautj.er feels the Mississippi Seafood Commission 
should not attempt to enforce the law because the Supreme Court has ruled 
against such high licenses in other such cases and would doubtless rule 
likewise should such a case originate in Mississippi. 

Mr. Baughman said if the states did not settle on state licenses at a 
reasonable amount they· \'Vere inviting intervention by the federal govern­
ment. 

Mr. Harris and Colonel Kurti appealed for the establishing of reciprocal 
fishing agreements among all of the compacted states. 

Following the discussion period, Mr. Thomas expressed the gratitude 
ot the Commissioners for the splendid contribution made by industry to the 
success of the open session of the meeting and extended an invitation to 
anyone who might have something they wanted to present in the executive 
session to appear at the caucus. The meeting was adjourned by the 
Chairman at 12:30 PM. 

,j 
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EXECUTIVE SESSION 

Friday, January 12, 1951 

The Chairman, Mr. Thomas, recognized both Messrs. Bascom Cox and 
W. D. McMillan, each of whom brought to the attention of the Commissioners 
the increasing quantitie~ or shrimp which are being' imported into the 
United States• Each expressed the view that the imports were increasing 
to such proportions that the volume constituted a real threat to the economy 
of the .American shrimp fishing industry. They requested the Commission to 
give serious consideration to the matter of quotas being a desirable.medium 
through which overstocking of local markets may be at present, and in the 
future, eliminated. 

Mr. Thomas thanked the gentlemen for appearing and told them the subject 
had come up in other Commission execu·bive sessions and if they would supply 
the Secretary with information relative to such action as their organizations 
had progressed, relative to the subject of shrimp imports, it would be help­
ful in considering the subject further at the April Commission meeting. 

Messrs. Gautier and Grizzaffi spoke in favor of the Commission taking 
action on the matter of import -quotas being imposed and the latter offered 
a resolution to that effect to be sent to the Congressional Delegates of 
the Gulf States •••••• Col. Kurtz seconded. In discussion, Col. Kurtz 
suggested consideration of the matter before putting to a vote and mention­
ed the possibility of approaching the Mexican Government relative to that 
country placing an export duty on shrimp that would keep prices in line on 
this commodity when produced solely·by industry of this country. Mr. Thomas 
again suggested more information was desirable before the Commission should 
take final action. Mr. McConnell asked Mr. McMillan if he thought a delay 
in acting on the matter would seriously affect the shrimp industry. Mr. 

_McMillan said he thought a start should be made now, and that it may take 
two years to remedy the situation. Mr. Wegmann suggested Mr. Grizzaffi 
amend his resolution to inc.lude importations of shrimp from all foreign 
countries 1 that NFI was proceeding on that basj.s. lV'lI'. Grizzaffi amended 
the resolution to include all foreign countries, as suggested. On vote 
the proposed resolution unanimously passed. Resolution is herewith first 
attached. Mr. Harris suggested since the Commission and the State Depart­
ment had always worked so closely together that copies of all correspondence 
with the Congress be furnished the latter., •••• Dr. W. M. Chapman's office. 
No objections were raised to Mr. Harris' suggestion and the Secretary was 
instructed by the Chairman to comply. 

The Chairman entertained a motion that the reading of the minutes 
of the October 19-20, 1950 Commission New Orleans meeting be dispensed 
with. Mr. Harris offered a motion·that the minutes be approved as for­
warded to the Commissioners by the Secretary, Col. Kurtz seconded the 
motion and upon vote the motion was passed by each state. 
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The Secretary was called upon for report. He presented a financial 
report, copy of which is herewith last attached. Report of anticipated 
distribution of the Commission's First Annual Report was given, includ­
ing Congressional Delegates of the Gulf States, Governors, Cabinet Mem­
bers and Legislators of the compacted states; 120 odd newspapers and 
magazines of the Gulf States; fishermen's associationaand unions of the 
several states; other organizations.and commissions outside of the Gulf 
area; college and university libraries of the party states and individ­
uals •••••••• retaj.ning some 50 copies of the 1500 printed as a reserve 
supply. 

Mr. Thomas entertained a motion to amend that portion of the 
Houston, Texas meeting of October 16-17, 1949, which pertained to allow­
ing the Secretary-Treasurer six (6¢) per mile for use of his' private 
car in the performance of his duties, since Com.mission delegates had at 
the November 1950 Gulf and Caribbean Institute approved the purchase of 
a car for his use, which purchase was consummated January 2nd, and that 
the operating expenses of said car be paid by the Commission. Mr. Vathis 
moved and Mr. Grizzaffi seconded such a motion and upon vote the motion 
carried all states. 

The Chairman appointed Mr. A. J. Harris as Chairman of the 
Committee to Correlate Fisheries Laws and as successor to Mr. Sidney 
Cain, stating he had been advised the latter was returning to private 
practice. 

Mr. Harris was called upo.1 to explain the reciprocal fishing 
agreements resolution drafted by the Commission attorneys at their 
August 1950 New Orleans meeting and deferred at the annual October 1950 
Commission meeting for further consideration. Mr. Harris explained that 
the proposed or suggested resolution, if passed by the Commission, would 
recommend to the Governors and Legislatures of the several states that 
appropriate legislation be passed to enable the states to enter into 
reciprocal fishing agreements with one another. He then put the resolu­
tion into the form of a motion which motion was seconded by Mr. Hendry. 
In discussion, Mr. Grizzaffi asked if the resolution pertained to inside 
or outside water. ·Mr. Harris said his motion pertained to all waters. 
Mr. Grizzaffi suggested that the resolut:i.on be made to apply to outside 
wat.:Jr at this time and that the Commission go into the inside waters 
matter later. He added that he could not vote for the motion as outlined 
by Mr. Harris without taking it up with his people back home and he 
believed Na'. McCom~ell was of the same opinion. Mr .. Harris then said 
that he left out any mention of inside or outside water and that the 
State Legislatures could, if they so desired, pass a law permitting 
reciprocity in either inside or outside water, or both •••••••• that if' 
the Louisiana Legislature so desired they could pass a law concerning the 
outside water and not the inside water. Mr. McConnell said he believed 
Louisiana would be agreeable to vessels of the several states coming into 
its ports and discharging their cargoes but that he would have to abstain 
from voting on such a measure because,he did not have Commissioner 
Clements' authority. Mr. Baughman informed the Commissioners that there 
no longer existed a quota on fishing licenses in Texas and that any 
fisherman of any state could come into Texas waters and fish for the 
annual license fee charged fishermen of that state, namely $6.oo. 
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Col. Kurtz said he did not believe it was g9nerally understood that a boat 
from any state of the five states could come to Texas and buy a license for 
$6.00 and a trawl license for $15.00 and fish in any bay where it wants to 
go or unload at any port it chooses. He said they (Texas) wanted the same 
privileges in other of the member states. Mr. Baughman al.so stated Texas 
would like to have the same measure of reciprocity accorded elsewhere. 
Mr. Grizzaffi said that he had conferred with several of the Louisiana 
fishermen present at the meeting and that they were against the fishing of 
inside waters by other than Louisiana fishermen unless present state regu­
lations were complied with, and until such time as the matter could be 

, taken up with the industry in that state, he would have to vote against 
the motion before the session. Miss Schulman stated that regardless of 
the Commission's recommendations to the State Governors and Legislatures 
it did not mean that the states would write such recommendations into law. 
Mr. Thomas reminded that there vvas a motion be.fore the body and called 
upon the Secretary to call the roll for a vote by states. Alabama, 
Florida, Mississippi and Texas voted for adoption of the resolution and 
Louisiana voted in opposition to the resolution. The resolution is here­
with second attached. 

A short discussion period followed concerning recommended shrimp 
regulations, as drafted by the Commission scientists in August 1950 and dis­
cussed at the New Orleans October 1950 meeting, during which discussion 
period it was brought out that the Commission was still in possession of 
insufficient economic data to recommend uniform interstate shrimp fishery 
regulations to the proper authorities of the several states. Mr. Harris 
motioned for dGferment of the matter to allow each state the opportunity 
to present the matter to industry in the respective states •••••••• Mr. Vathis 
seconded the mo:tion •••••••• upon vote, all states passed the motion. 

Mr. Hendry made a motion to effect that the next r2gular Commission 
meeting, since it was Florida's turn on the rotation plan, be held in 
Pensacola. Mr. Vathis seconded the motion and, upon an affirmative vote 
of all states, Pensacola was designated for the next meeting. 

Mr. Baughman motioned that, because of the existing emergency and dur­
ing the extent of the present emergency, the Commission hold only two meet­
ings annually. Mr. Vathis seconded the motion. Mr. Thomas called upon the 
Secretary to read his suggestion, made and deferred at the annual meeting, 
concerning the two meeting per year suggestion. The two meeting per year 
plan, with provision for special meetings, was passed unanimously when put 
to a vote by states •••••••• it reads: 

"The Commission shall have two regular meetings each year, one designated 
as the 'Annual Meeting' shall occur on the third Thursday and Friday in the 
month of October and one designated as the 'Spring Meeting• shall occur on 
the third Thursday and Friday in the month of April., Meetings other than 
regular meetings shall be designated as Special Meetings. Upon the written 
request of a majority of the Commissioners of each state from three or more 
states, the Chairman shall call a Special Meeting of the Commission."' 
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Coming out of a meeting of the Committee to Correlate Research and 
Exploratory Data held on Thursday, January 11th, was a resolution pointing to 
the urgent need for inshore biological and economic research into species of 
fishes of importance to the commercial and sports fishermen. The Committee 
Chairman, Dr. Gowanloch, pointed out that should the Commission see fit to 
pass such a resolution to the proper state authorities and the matter received 
favorable treatment by the seve1"al states governments, th1?. State Conservation 
directorates would eventually b,3 in position to properly manage certain of 
the inshore fisheries which was not possible at pr'.3sent because of the lack 
of information. When put to '\rote by states, following motion of Mr. Hendry 
and second by Mr. Harris, the motion unanimously carried. The resolution 
involved is herewith third attached. 

Mr. Baughman was recognized by the Chairman and said he wished to 
pass along a few thoughts of Mr. Dodgen's in reference to working very close­
ly with the Defense Fisheries Administration. Mr. Thomas said he did not 
think it necessary to put the matter to a vote but instructed the Secretary­
Treasurer to assist in every way possible the work which the Defense Fisheries 
Administration has undertaken. Mr. Gunn told of the manner in which the 
headquarters office had been in close touch with the DF~ since its inception 
in early DecembGr and of plans to disseminate information of the Administra• 
tion' s activities to the Commission •,s mailing list. 

Mr. Thomas spoke of the work being accomplished by the Gulf and 
Caribbean Institute and of the needs of the Institute for funds for the 
printing of the Third Annual Institute proceedings. Mr. Vathis moved that 
the Commission contribute $100.00 toward printing the digest •••••••• Mr. 
Grizzaffi seconded and the vote was unanimous by states. 

On motion of Mr. Harris, seconded by Mr. Gautier, and unanimous vote 
of the states, the Secretary was instructed to prepare and distribute a 
resolution to all who contributed to the success of the Brownsville meeting, 
including the business session, the inspection trip to the Port of Brownsville 
and entertainment. 

Mr. Thomas urged all State Delegations to meet with their j_ndustry 
before the April 19-20, 1951 Pensacola meeting so that definite recommendations 
concerning uniform interstate shrimp regulations could be prepared and 
approved at the spring meeting. 

With no further ·business to come before the executive session, the 
Chairman stood the meeting adjourned at 3:50 PM. 

WDG:esh 
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A RESOLUTION 

WHEREAS, the Gulf States Ma.rine Fisheries Commission is concerned 
with the development of the known and latent fisheries of the Gulf' of Mexico, 
particularly, the shrimp fisheries in process of exploration by its primary 
research agency, the· Department of the Interior U. S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service; and 

WHEREAS, definite information is now available to the shrimping 
industry concerning the existence of d~rt~in species of shrimp which inhabit 
the deeper waters of the Gulf, such depths varying from 15 to 250 fathoms, 
contiguous to the coast lines of the States of Alabama, Florida, Louisiana, 
Mississippi and Texas; and 

WHEREAS,· it,_ ls conceded that capital investment, as well as produc­
tion costs, mount in direct proportion to the depths from which shrimp are 
taken; and 

WHEREAS, the prosecution of these fisheries ~t such depths is likely 
not to progress to a degree necessary to establish a high level of production, 
considered easential to the strengthening of the nation's food resources, 
unless shrimp fleet operators feel Justified in making additional investments 
in equipment and gear necessary to the exploitation of those fisheries; and 

VVHERF.AS, there is a growing feeling among the industry on the Gulf 
that the steadily increasing volume of ~hri.rn.p importations into this country 
from foreign sources will, if not curtai1od.j so saturate the home markets that 
future sales prices will decline to levels rendering such investments inadvis­
able; and 

WHEREAS, tho Congress of the United States can assist in,thtb develop­
ment of the mentioned shrimp resou~ces by setting quotas on the importation 
of shrimp from .all foreign countries; 

Therefore, 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Gulf States Marine Fisheries Commission go 
on record as favoring quotas being placed on shrimp importations from all 
foreign countries, in order to encourage the prosecution of the mentioned off­
shore shrimp fisheries of the Gulf of· Mexico by the American fishing industry, 
and that copies of tM.s resolution be directed to each of tho Congressional 
Delegates of the five Gulf States. 

*~·******* 

The foregoing is a copy of a resolution unanimously adopted by the Gulf States 
Marine Fisheries Commission, January 12, 1951, at a regular Commission meeting 
held at the El Jardin Hotel in the City of Brownsvill0, Texas. 

u5. ('\ <~0UAMA---
W. Dud~n a· 
Secretary-Treas ··' · 



( 

A RESOLUTION 

RESOLVED, That the Gulf' States Marine Fisheries 

Commission hereby recommends to the Governors and to 'th'.e1 ~ , 
I 

Legislatures of the States of Alabama, Florida, Louisiari~, 
' ' . 

Mississi~pi and Texas the enactment of laws permitting _the · 

several States 1 members of this compact 1 to enter into·: 

reciprocal fisheries agreements with one another. 

********** 

The foregoing is a copy or a resol•tion adopted by the 
Gulf States Marine Fisheries Commission January 12, 1951 at 
a regular Commission meeting held at the El Jardin Hotel in 
the City of Brownsville, Texas. 

w.~~kJik~~ 
W. Dudley Gunn , · _/ 
Secretary•Treas1 er 



( 

( ( 

A RESOLUTION 

WHEREAS, the Gulf States Marine Fisheries Commission 
is composed of representatives from each of the compacted 
States of Alabama, Florida, to~~i&p~, Mississippi and Texas 
who are concerned with matters rel~ting to the better utiliza­
tion of the fisheries (marine, shell, and anadromous) which 
inhabit th~ w~to~~ of the seaboard of the Gulf of Mexico; and 

WHEREAS, there are certain species of fish, including 
sea trout, redfish, flounder, mullet and others, which are 
highly valuable as commercial and sports fish but about which 
insuff'icicnt knowledge of a biological and economic character 
is available to assure their proper management; and 

WHEREAS, the desired information can only be procured 
through a program of research for which appropr~ations may have 
to be made available; 

Therefore, 

BE IT RESOLVED, That the Gulf States Marine Fisheries 
Commission recommends to the Governors and Legislatures of the 
signatory States that appropriate and adequate funds be made 
available by enactment of legj.slation, if necessary, for the 
purpose or facilitating the research program involving the above 
designated species and that such program be administered by the 
agency of the state charged with conservation of the fishery 
resources to wh1ch the compact pertains and through the research 
medium representing such agency on the Gulf States Marine 
Fisheries Commission. 

********** 

The foregoing is a copy of a resolution adopted by the Gulf 
States Marine Fisheries Commission January 12, 1951, at a regular 
Commission meeting held at the El Jardin Hotel in the City of 

Brownsville, Texas. ut· ;~/(t1 ~·~>.,,.. . 
1 

~<~~ ...... 
• Dudley Gun 

Secretary-Tre urer 
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A RESOLUTION 

WHEREAS, Tho Gulf States Marine Fisheries Commission 

met in regular session at tho El ,Jardin Hotel, January 11th and 

12th, 1951, in the City of Brownsville 1 Texas; and 

WHERF.AS, the sojourn cf tho Commissioners and their 

wives at Brownsville was made exc:re.mely delightful due to the 

many courtesies extended; and 

WHEREAS, the Commissioners wish that their deep 

gratitude for the very warm hospitality accorded bo properly 

acknowledged; 

Therefore, 

BE IT RESOLVED, That the Commissioners express in the 

form of a resolution their most sincere appreciation to the 

entire membership of the Brownsville Chamber of Commerce, and 

particularly to Mr Oscar Longnecker, Secretary, to the Brownaville 

Shrimp Producers Association, Incorporated, and tho entertainment 

program comr1ittee, composed of Messrs. W. L. Hardee, G. L. Palmer 

and Adam P. Smith. 

********** 

The foregoing is a copy of a resolution adopted by the Gulf States 
Marine Fisheries Commission, January 12, 1951, a.t a regular 
Commission meeting hold at the El Jardin ~ot.· e ... in .·t· ho ity o 
Brownsville, Texas. ·"\/ f\ 

A . 

'W. Dudley G 
Secretary- re 

\ 
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GULF STATES MARINE FISHERIES COMMISSION 

FINANCIAL STATEMENT 
~s of December 31, 1950 

BANK BALANCE, PER STATEMENT DECEMBER 31, 1950 •••• . ... 
PETTY CASH ON HAND, INCLUDING STAMPS •••••• • ••• • • 

UNPAID CHECKS ISSUED • • • • • 

WITHHOLDING 'I1AX UNPAID • • • • 

• • • $ 122.60 

279.60 • • • 

UNPAID BILLS • • • • • • • • • • • • -0-

TRUE BALANCE • • • • • • • • 

$7,880.16 

29.85 

$7,910.0l 

_402.20 

$7,507.Sl 

DUE FROM MEMBER ~TATES •••• • $ 10,000.00 


